REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.


TITLE 22. SOCIAL SERVICES
STATE BOARD OF SOCIAL SERVICES

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The State Board of Social Services has claimed an exemption from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with §2.2-4006 A 4 a of the Code of Virginia, which excludes regulations that are necessary to conform to changes in Virginia statutory law or the appropriation act where no agency discretion is involved.  The State Board of Social Services will receive, consider and respond to petitions by any interested person at any time with respect to reconsideration or revision.

Title of Regulation: 22VAC40-685. Virginia Energy Assistance Program -- Home Energy Assistance Program (amending 22VAC40-685-30).
Statutory Authority: §§63.2-217 and 63.2-805 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: February 6, 2008.

Agency Contact: Sandy Graham, Energy Assistance Program Consultant, Department of Social Services, 7 North Eighth Street, Room 5214, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 726-7394, FAX (804) 726-7358, TTY (800) 828-1120, or email sandy.graham@dss.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The amendment changes the required date the Virginia Department of Social Services reports to the Governor and the General Assembly on the effectiveness of low-income energy assistance programs in meeting the needs of low-income Virginians from annually to biennially with no cessation date as required by §63.2-805 of the Code of Virginia.
22VAC40-685-30. Home Energy Assistance Program.

A. The department shall establish the Home Energy Assistance Program for the following purposes:

1. Administer available funds from the Home Energy Assistance Fund;

2. Coordinate energy assistance efforts among agencies of the Commonwealth and nonstate organizations electing to participate in the Home Energy Assistance Program;

3. Conduct research regarding available private and governmental resources for low-income Virginians in need of energy assistance; and

4. Collect data and report on the amounts of energy assistance provided through the department.

B. The Home Energy Assistance Program shall:

1. Disburse funds from the Home Energy Assistance Fund through the existing Virginia Energy Assistance Program.

2. Disburse funds from the Home Energy Assistance Fund by means other than the Virginia Energy Assistance Program at the discretion of the commissioner of the department.

3. Lead and facilitate meetings with other agencies of the Commonwealth and nonstate organizations participating in the Home Energy Assistance Program.

4. Conduct the necessary research to report annually to the Governor and General Assembly as required by §63.2-805 of the Code of Virginia on the effectiveness of low-income energy assistance programs in meeting the needs of low-income Virginians.

C. Upon mutually agreed terms, the department may administer the low-income energy assistance programs of public agencies, private utility service providers, and charitable and community groups.
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