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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulation filed by the Marine Resources Commission is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with §2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4VAC20-270. Pertaining to Crabbing (amending 4VAC20-270-55).
Statutory Authority: §28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 1, 2008. 

Agency Contact: Brandy L. Battle, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002, or email brandy.battle@mrc.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The amendments establish the peeler crab minimum size limits aboard a vessel at 3-1/4 inches from March 17 through July 15 and at 3-1/2 inches from July 16 through November 15; however, on the oceanside of Accomack and Northampton counties the limit is 3-1/4 inches from July 16 through November 15.
4VAC20-270-55. Minimum size limits. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale, or to destroy in any manner peeler crabs that measure less than three inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes with the following exceptions: 1. It From March 17 through July 15, it shall not be unlawful for any person to harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale more than 10 or less peeler crabs, per United States standard bushel, or 5.0% of peeler crabs in any other container, that have been taken, caught, or harvested and that measure less than three 3-1/4 inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes. From July 16 through November 15, it shall be unlawful for any person to harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale more than 10 peeler crabs, per United States standard bushel, or 5.0% of peeler crabs in any other container, that measure less than 3-1/2 inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes, except as described in subsection B of this section.
B. From July 16 through November 15, it shall be unlawful for any person to harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale more than 10 peeler crabs, per United States standard bushel, or 5.0% of peeler crabs in any other container, that are harvested from waters on the ocean side of Accomack and Northampton counties and measure less than 3-1/4 inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes.
C. In the enforcement of these peeler crab minimum size limits aboard a vessel, the marine police officer shall select a single container of peeler crabs of his choosing to determine if the contents of that container violate the minimum size and tolerance described in this section. If the officer determines the contents of the container are in violation, then the officer shall return all peeler crabs on board the vessel to the water alive.
2. It shall not be unlawful to sell or to offer for sale those peeler crabs less than three inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes as authorized in subdivision 1 of this subsection. 
B. D. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, catch, harvest, possess, sell or offer for sale, or to destroy in any manner, any soft crab that measures less than 3-1/2 inches across the shell from tip to tip of the longest spikes.
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