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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulation filed by the Marine Resources Commission is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with §2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4VAC20-750. Pertaining to Crab Dredge License Sales (amending 4VAC20-750-10, 4VAC20-750-30).
Statutory Authority: §§28.2-201 and 28.2-204.1 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 1, 2008. 

Agency Contact: Brandy L. Battle, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002, or email brandy.battle@mrc.virginia.gov.

Summary:
This amendment limits the number of crab dredge licenses to those commercial registered fishermen who reported harvest from this fishery on or before December 17, 2007, and reported blue crab harvest from this fishery for both the 2005/06 and 2006/07 seasons. 
4VAC20-750-10. Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to limit the number of vessels in the crab dredge fishery to 225 licensees in the crab dredge fishery to those licensees who have been active in recent seasons, as any additional effort will negatively impact the low spawning stock. 

4VAC20-750-30. Limit on sale of licenses and license purchase requirements. 

A. Licenses Effective December 1, 2008, licenses for the use of a crab dredge shall be limited to 225, and the purchase of these licenses in 2004 and in future years shall be limited to those registered commercial fishermen who were eligible to purchase this license in 2003. Any person receiving a crab dredge license by lawful transfer in 2004 or future years also establishes his eligibility to purchase a crab dredge license in future years; however, any person either failing to register as a commercial fisherman in any year or transferring his crab dredge license to another registered commercial fisherman shall forfeit his eligibility to purchase a crab dredge license in future years those licensees who reported, prior to the control date of December 17, 2007, harvest from this fishery for both the 2005/06 and 2006/07 seasons. 

B. In any year, when it is determined that the number of persons eligible to purchase a crab dredge license is less than 225, the commission, by random drawing of qualified applicants, shall add persons to the list of those eligible to purchase a crab dredge license. Any registered commercial fisherman who completes an application for the crab dredge license lottery and submits that application in a timely manner shall be considered as a qualified applicant. 
C. Any person who establishes and maintains his eligibility for a crab dredge license shall not be required to purchase a crab dredge license in order to remain eligible for a crab dredge license in future years. 
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