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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Emergency Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC20-270. Pertaining to Crabbing (amending 4VAC20-270-10, 4VAC20-270-50).
Statutory Authority: §§28.2-201 and 28.2-210 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Dates: May 1, 2008, through May 31, 2008.

Agency Contact: Jane Warren, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Ave., 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002, or email betty.warren@mrc.virginia.gov.

Preamble:
This emergency chapter establishes time limits, season limits, peeler pot limits and peeler and softshell crab minimum size limits for commercial crabbing in Virginia and is promulgated pursuant to authority contained in §§28.2-201, 28.2-210 and 28.2-700 of the Code of Virginia. This emergency chapter amends and readopts, as amended, 4VAC20-270, which was promulgated April 22, 2008, and made effective on April 30, 2008. The effective date of this emergency chapter, as amended, is May 1, 2008.
The amendment establishes hard crab pot limits for crab pot category limits, up to 85 crab pots, up to 127 crab pots, up to 170 crab pots, up to 255 crab pots, and up to 425 for the 2008 crab pot season.
4VAC20-270-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this emergency chapter is to allow for the conservation of crabs and rebuilding of the crab resource and to improve the enforceability of other laws pertaining to crabbing. 

4VAC20-270-50. Peeler crab pot and crab pot limits. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, set or fish or attempt to place, set or fish more than 210 peeler crab pots in Virginia tidal waters.

B. The lawful crab pot license categories and crab pot limits for the 2008 crab pot season are as follows:
1. Up to 85 crab pots.
2. Up to 127 crab pots.
3. Up to 170 crab pots.
4. Up to 255 crab pots.
5. Up to 425 crab pots.
C. The lawful crab pot license categories and crab pot limits for the 2009 crab pot season are as follows:

1. Up to 70 crab pots.

2. Up to 105 crab pots.

3. Up to 140 crab pots.

4. Up to 210 crab pots.

5. Up to 350 crab pots.

C. D. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly place, set or fish any amount of crab pots that exceeds that person's crab pot limit, as described in subsection subsections B and C of this section.
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