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Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.


TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The following regulation filed by the Marine Resources Commission is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with §2.2-4006 A 12 of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Final Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC20-140. Pertaining to the Identification and Location of Fish Pots (amending 4VAC20-140-10, 4VAC20-140-20; adding 4VAC20-140-25).
Statutory Authority: §28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 17, 2009.

Agency Contact: Jane Warren, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Ave., 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002, or email betty.warren@mrc.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The amendments: (i) require all hard crab pot fishermen to use their MRC ID number preceded by the letter “C” on each buoy or stake attached to each pot; (ii) require all peeler pot fishermen to use their MRC ID number preceded by the letter “P” on each buoy or stake attached to each peeler pot; (iii) make it illegal for any fisherman to place any additional numbers or letters on any crab pot or peeler pot buoy or stake; and (iv) allow fishermen legally licensed to crab pot or peeler pot in North Carolina or the Potomac River to also display identification required by those jurisdictions.
CHAPTER 140 
PERTAINING TO THE IDENTIFICATION OF CRAB POTS, PEELER POTS AND LOCATION OF FISH POTS

4VAC20-140-10. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to lessen gear conflicts and to aid in enforcement of the requirement to keep gear out of marked navigable channels by requiring all fish pots to be appropriately identified describe the lawful methods an individual shall use to identify his licensed crab pots, peeler pots or fish pots. 

4VAC20-140-20. Identification of fish pots.

Any person owning or using a fish pot, for which a license is prescribed by law, shall display and maintain his or its current identification number, assigned by the Marine Resources Commission, on each floating buoy or stake attached to each such fish pot, in a legible and visible manner.

4VAC20-140-25. Identification of crab pots and peeler pots.
A. Any person placing, setting, or fishing crab pots in Virginia waters, for which a commercial license is prescribed by law, shall display his Marine Resources Commission identification number, preceded by the letter "C," on each floating buoy or stake attached to each such crab pot, in a legible and visible manner. 
B. Any person placing, setting, or fishing peeler pots in Virginia waters, for which a commercial license is prescribed by law, shall display his Marine Resources Commission identification number, preceded by the letter "P," on each floating buoy or stake attached to each such peeler pot, in a legible and visible manner.
C. Except as provided in subsection D of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to place numbers or letters on any crab pot or peeler pot buoy or stake that is in addition to the identification requirement described in subsection A or B of this section.
D. Any person who is legally licensed to crab pot or peeler pot in North Carolina or the Potomac River may also display identification required by those jurisdictions on the buoys or stakes attached to those crab pots or peeler pots while placing, setting or fishing those crab pots or peeler pots in Virginia waters.
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