REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion.  Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the proposed regulation.


TITLE 6. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND CORRECTIONS

STATE BOARD OF CORRECTIONS

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Corrections is claiming an exemption from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to §2.2-4002 B 9 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts agency action relating to inmates of prisons or other such facilities or parolees therefrom and §2.2-4002 B 10 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts agency action relating to the custody of persons in, or sought to be placed in, mental, penal or other state institutions as well as the treatment, supervision, or discharge of such persons.

Title of Regulation: 6VAC15-31. Standards for State Correctional Facilities (amending 6VAC15-31-320).
Statutory Authority: §53.1-5 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: September 18, 2008.

Agency Contact: John Jabe, Deputy Director, Operations, Department of Corrections, 6900 Atmore Drive, Richmond, VA 23225, telephone (804) 674-3010, FAX (804) 674-3509, or email john.jabe@vadoc.virginia.gov.

Summary:
This regulation requires Department of Corrections facilities to hold incoming and outgoing letters to inmates no more than 24 hours, excluding weekends and holidays.  The current regulation allows no flexibility for staff shortage, extremely heavy mail flow or institutional emergencies. The amendment increases this time frame from 24 hours to 48 hours to address these issues.
6VAC15-31-320. Mail, telephone, and visiting. 

Written procedure and practice shall govern the following: 

1. Inmate correspondence. 

a. Incoming mail. In accordance with §274.96 of United States Post Office Administrative Services Manual (ASM-13), revised July 1999, and department procedures, inmate general correspondence mail may be opened, searched and possibly read if the inmate consents in writing to receive mail at the institution. Without written consent by the inmate, the mail will be returned to the post office unopened. 

b. Outgoing letters. Inmates may send letters to specified classes of persons and organizations, as designated in departmental procedures. 

c. Incoming and outgoing letters. Incoming and outgoing letters shall be held for no more than 24 48 hours, excluding weekends and holidays. 

2. Postage allowance. Provisions shall be made for indigent inmates to correspond by mail in order to maintain community ties. 

3. Inmate access to publications. 

4. Telephone privileges. 

5. Visiting privileges. Procedures shall specify the time, screening, frequency, and number of visitors, as well as provisions for special visits. 
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