VIRGINIA

REGISTER OF REGULATIONS

VOL. 31 ISS. 26 PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER WEEK BY THE VIRGINIA CODE COMMISSION AUGUST 24, 2015
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Register INTOrmMAatioN PAGE ..o 2449
Publication Schedule and DEAUIINES............c.iiii s 2450
Petitions fOr RUIEMAKING ..o 2451
REGUIATIONS ... 2452
4VAC15-90. Game: Deer (Withdrawal of Proposed RegUIALION)..........cccciviiiiieeieiise e 2452
4VAC15-90. Game: Deer (Withdrawal of Proposed REQUIALION)..........cccciiiiiieieeieiise s 2452
4VAC15-260. Game: Waterfowl and Waterfowl Blinds (Withrawal of Proposed Regulation) ...........c.ccccvvivviveierencinsinnne, 2452
6VAC40-60. DNA Data Bank Regulations (FINAI)..........coiiiiiioeee et nne e 2452
8VAC20-131. Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia (Fast-Track) ..........c.cc.ce.... 2453
8VAC20-542. Regulations Governing the Review and Approval of Education Programs in Virginia (Proposed)............... 2471
8VAC20-543. Regulations Governing the Review and Approval of Education Programs in Virginia (Proposed)............... 2472
9VAC?25-91. Facility and Aboveground Storage Tank (AST) Regulation (Final)...........ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiice e 2540
12VAC5-90. Regulations for Disease Reporting and Control (FINAI) .........ccocooiiiiiiie e 2564
12VAC5-610. Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (Notice of Extension of Emergency Regulation)..................... 2570
12VAC5-610. Sewage Handling and Disposal Regulations (PropoSed).........ccvverveiererienrsieiieieiese e sresesessesseesie e sse e 2570
12VAC30-50. Amount, Duration, and Scope of Medical and Remedial Care Services (Proposed).........cccevverververereenerennns 2580
12VAC30-60. Standards Established and Methods Used to Assure High Quality Care (Proposed) .........cccoevevvevvereiesieneenns 2580
18VAC6E5-20. Regulations of the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers (Final) ........c.ccceoeveviiiie i 2602
18VAC105-20. Regulations Governing the Practice of Optometry (FIiNal) ... 2602
18VAC105-20. Regulations Governing the Practice of Optometry (FIiNal) .........cccoooiiiiiiiiiiii e 2603
18VAC120-40. Virginia Professional Boxing and Wrestling Events Regulations (Final) ... 2604
18VAC135-20. Virginia Real Estate Board Licensing Regulations (Final)............cocooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 2604
GOVBINION ... s8££ 88 A £ SE e A sk 2625
GENEITAI NOTICES/ETTALA ...ttt 2626
Virginia Code Commission http://register.dls.virginia.gov

THE VIRGINIA REGISTER OF REGULATIONS (USPS 001-831) is published biweekly for $246.00 per year by Matthew Bender &
Company, Inc., 3 Lear Jet Lane, Suite 102, P.O. Box 1710, Latham, NY 12110. Periodical postage is paid at Albany, NY and at additional
mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Virginia Register of Regulations, 136 Carlin Road, Conklin, NY 13748-1531.


http://register.dls.virginia.gov/
http://register.dls.virginia.gov/

VIRGINIA REGISTER INFORMATION PAGE

THE VIRGINIA REGISTER OF REGULATIONS is an official state
publication issued every other week throughout the year. Indexes are
published quarterly, and are cumulative for the year. The Virginia
Register has several functions. The new and amended sections of
regulations, both as proposed and as finally adopted, are required by law
to be published in the Virginia Register. In addition, the Virginia
Register is a source of other information about state government,
including petitions for rulemaking, emergency regulations, executive
orders issued by the Governor, and notices of public hearings on
regulations.

ADOPTION, AMENDMENT, AND REPEAL OF REGULATIONS
An agency wishing to adopt, amend, or repeal regulations must first
publish in the Virginia Register a notice of intended regulatory action; a
basis, purpose, substance and issues statement; an economic impact
analysis prepared by the Department of Planning and Budget; the
agency’s response to the economic impact analysis; a summary; a notice
giving the public an opportunity to comment on the proposal; and the
text of the proposed regulation.

Following publication of the proposal in the Virginia Register, the
promulgating agency receives public comments for a minimum of 60
days. The Governor reviews the proposed regulation to determine if it is
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare, and if it is
clearly written and easily understandable. If the Governor chooses to
comment on the proposed regulation, his comments must be transmitted
to the agency and the Registrar no later than 15 days following the
completion of the 60-day public comment period. The Governor’s
comments, if any, will be published in the Virginia Register. Not less
than 15 days following the completion of the 60-day public comment
period, the agency may adopt the proposed regulation.

The Joint Commission on Administrative Rules (JCAR) or the
appropriate standing committee of each house of the General Assembly
may meet during the promulgation or final adoption process and file an
objection with the Registrar and the promulgating agency. The objection
will be published in the Virginia Register. Within 21 days after receipt
by the agency of a legislative objection, the agency shall file a response
with the Registrar, the objecting legislative body, and the Governor.
When final action is taken, the agency again publishes the text of the
regulation as adopted, highlighting all changes made to the proposed
regulation and explaining any substantial changes made since
publication of the proposal. A 30-day final adoption period begins upon
final publication in the Virginia Register.

The Governor may review the final regulation during this time and, if he
objects, forward his objection to the Registrar and the agency. In
addition to or in lieu of filing a formal objection, the Governor may
suspend the effective date of a portion or all of a regulation until the end
of the next regular General Assembly session by issuing a directive
signed by a majority of the members of the appropriate legislative body
and the Governor. The Governor’s objection or suspension of the
regulation, or both, will be published in the Virginia Register. If the
Governor finds that changes made to the proposed regulation have
substantial impact, he may require the agency to provide an additional
30-day public comment period on the changes. Notice of the additional
public comment period required by the Governor will be published in the
Virginia Register.

The agency shall suspend the regulatory process for 30 days when it
receives requests from 25 or more individuals to solicit additional public
comment, unless the agency determines that the changes have minor or
inconsequential impact.

A regulation becomes effective at the conclusion of the 30-day final
adoption period, or at any other later date specified by the promulgating
agency, unless (i) a legislative objection has been filed, in which event
the regulation, unless withdrawn, becomes effective on the date
specified, which shall be after the expiration of the 21-day objection
period; (ii) the Governor exercises his authority to require the agency to
provide for additional public comment, in which event the regulation,

unless withdrawn, becomes effective on the date specified, which shall
be after the expiration of the period for which the Governor has provided
for additional public comment; (iii) the Governor and the General
Assembly exercise their authority to suspend the effective date of a
regulation until the end of the next regular legislative session; or (iv) the
agency suspends the regulatory process, in which event the regulation,
unless withdrawn, becomes effective on the date specified, which shall
be after the expiration of the 30-day public comment period and no
earlier than 15 days from publication of the readopted action.
A regulatory action may be withdrawn by the promulgating agency at
any time before the regulation becomes final.
FAST-TRACK RULEMAKING PROCESS
Section 2.2-4012.1 of the Code of Virginia provides an exemption from
certain provisions of the Administrative Process Act for agency
regulations deemed by the Governor to be noncontroversial. To use this
process, Governor's concurrence is required and advance notice must be
provided to certain legislative committees. Fast-track regulations will
become effective on the date noted in the regulatory action if no
objections to using the process are filed in accordance with § 2.2-4012.1.
EMERGENCY REGULATIONS
Pursuant to §2.2-4011 of the Code of Virginia, an agency, upon
consultation with the Attorney General, and at the discretion of the
Governor, may adopt emergency regulations that are necessitated by an
emergency situation. An agency may also adopt an emergency
regulation when Virginia statutory law or the appropriation act or federal
law or federal regulation requires that a regulation be effective in 280
days or less from its enactment. The emergency regulation becomes
operative upon its adoption and filing with the Registrar of Regulations,
unless a later date is specified. Emergency regulations are limited to no
more than 18 months in duration; however, may be extended for six
months under certain circumstances as provided for in § 2.2-4011 D.
Emergency regulations are published as soon as possible in the Register.
During the time the emergency status is in effect, the agency may
proceed with the adoption of permanent regulations through the usual
procedures. To begin promulgating the replacement regulation, the
agency must (i) file the Notice of Intended Regulatory Action with the
Registrar within 60 days of the effective date of the emergency
regulation and (ii) file the proposed regulation with the Registrar within
180 days of the effective date of the emergency regulation. If the agency
chooses not to adopt the regulations, the emergency status ends when the
prescribed time limit expires.
STATEMENT
The foregoing constitutes a generalized statement of the procedures to be
followed. For specific statutory language, it is suggested that Article 2
(8 2.2-4006 et seq.) of Chapter 40 of Title 2.2 of the Code of Virginia be
examined carefully.

CITATION TO THE VIRGINIA REGISTER

The Virginia Register is cited by volume, issue, page number, and date.
29:5 VA.R. 1075-1192 November 5, 2012, refers to Volume 29, Issue
5, pages 1075 through 1192 of the Virginia Register issued on
November 5, 2012.

The Virginia Register of Regulations is published pursuant to Article 6
(8 2.2-4031 et seq.) of Chapter 40 of Title 2.2 of the Code of Virginia.
Members of the Virginia Code Commission: John S. Edwards, Chair;
James M. LeMunyon, Vice Chair, Gregory D. Habeeb; Ryan T.
McDougle; Pamela S. Baskervill; Robert L. Calhoun; Carlos L.
Hopkins; E.M. Miller, Jr.; Thomas M. Moncure, Jr.; Christopher R.
Nolen; Timothy Oksman; Charles S. Sharp; Robert L. Tavenner.

Staff of the Virginia Register: Jane D. Chaffin, Registrar of Regulations;
Karen Perrine, Assistant Registrar; Anne Bloomsburg, Regulations
Analyst; Rhonda Dyer, Publications Assistant; Terri Edwards, Operations
Staff Assistant.
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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE AND DEADLINES

This schedule is available on the Register's Internet home page (http://register.dls.virginia.gov).

Volume: Issue

31:26
321
32:2
32:3
32:4
325
32:6
32:7
32:8
32:9
32:10
32:11
32:12
32:13
32:14
32:15
32:16
32:17
32:18
32:19
32:20
32:21
32:22
32:23
32:24
32:25
32:26

August 2015 through August 2016

Material Submitted By Noon*

Will Be Published On

August 5, 2015

August 19, 2015

September 2, 2015

September 16, 2015
September 30, 2015

October 14, 2015

October 28, 2015

November 10, 2015 (Tuesday)
November 24, 2015 (Tuesday)
December 9, 2015

December 21, 2015 (Monday)
January 6, 2016

January 20, 2016

February 3, 2016

February 17, 2016

March 2, 2016

March 16, 2016

March 30, 2016

April 13, 2016

April 27, 2016

May 11, 2016

May 25, 2016

June 8, 2016

June 22, 2016

July 6, 2016

July 20, 2016

August 3, 2016

*Filing deadlines are Wednesdays unless otherwise specified.

August 24, 2015
September 7, 2015
September 21, 2015
October 5, 2015
October 19, 2015
November 2, 2015
November 16, 2015
November 30, 2015
December 14, 2015
December 28, 2015
January 11, 2016
January 25, 2016
February 8, 2016
February 22, 2016
March 7, 2016
March 21, 2016
April 4, 2016

April 18, 2016
May 2, 2016

May 16, 2016

May 30, 2016

June 13, 2016

June 27, 2016

July 11, 2016

July 25, 2016
August 8, 2016
August 22, 2016
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PETITIONS FOR RULEMAKING

TITLE 18. PROFESSIONAL AND
OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

BOARD OF MEDICINE
Initial Agency Notice

Title of Requlation: 18VAC85-110. Regulations Governing
the Practice of Licensed Acupuncturists.

Statutory Authority: § 54.1-2400 of the Code of Virginia.

Name of Petitioner: Dr. Arthur Yin Fan.

Nature of Petitioner's Request:

1. Add word "herbs" after “food supplements.”

2. Add "basic examination prescription right" to acupuncture
practice scope:

"Basic examination prescription right" includes: X-ray,
ultrasound, MRI, etc. image tests; Blood routine test (CBC,
complete blood count), Urine routine test (Urine analysis),
Stool routine test (Stool analysis), Blood Liver panel, Blood
Kidney panel, etc. bio-chem tests.

3. Require
examination.

only a'"recommendation" for diagnostic

Prior to performing acupuncture, a licensed acupuncturist
shall recommend patient to obtain written documentation that
the patient has received a diagnostic examination within the
past six months by a licensed doctor of medicine, osteopathy,
chiropractic, or podiatry acting within the scope of his
practice or shall provide to the patient a written
recommendation for such a diagnostic examination on a form
specified by the board and signed by the patient. The original
of the signed form shall be maintained in the patient's chart
and a copy provided to the patient. In case patient declines,
the licensed acupuncturist shall let patient sign the consent
form, check the reason of decline, and perform the basic
examinations, includes in basic bio-chem lab tests and image
test.

Agency Plan for Disposition of Request: In accordance with
Virginia law, the petition has been filed with the Register of
Regulations and will be published on August 24, 2015, and
posted on the Virginia Regulatory Townhall at
www.townhall.virginia.gov. Comment on the petition will be
requested until September 18, 2015, and may be posted on the
Townhall or sent to the board. Following receipt of all
comments on the petition to amend regulations, the matter
will be considered by the Advisory Board on Acupuncture
which will decide whether to recommend any changes to the
regulatory language. This matter will be on the advisory
board's agenda for its meeting on October 7, 2015, and on the
full board's agenda on October 22, 2015.

Public Comment Deadline: September 18, 2015.

Agency Contact: Elaine J. Yeatts, Department of Health
Professions, 9960 Mayland Drive, Richmond, VA 23233,
telephone (804) 367-4688, or email
elaine.yeatts@dhp.virginia.gov.

VAR. Doc. No. R15-38; Filed July 28, 2015, 16:19 p.m.
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REGULATIONS

For information concerning the different types of regulations, see the Information Page.

Symbol Key
Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Underscored language indicates proposed new text.
Language that has been stricken indicates proposed text for deletion. Brackets are used in final regulations to indicate changes from the
proposed regulation.

TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

BOARD OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

Withdrawal of Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-90. Game: Deer (amending
4\VVAC15-90-85).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of
Virginia.

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has WITHDRAWN
the proposed amendments to 4VAC15-90-85, published in
26:2 VAR. 131 September 28, 2009. The proposed
amendments designate the term "elk™ specifically as "Rocky
Mountain elk" (Cervus elaphus) and prohibit the hunting of
Rocky Mountain elk in Virginia. On October 22, 2009, the
board considered this proposal for adoption as a final
amendment and did not adopt it.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Regulatory Coordinator,
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 7870 Villa Park
Drive, Suite 400, Henrico, VA 23228, telephone (804) 367-
8341, or email phil.smith@dgif.virginia.gov.

VA.R. Doc. No. R10-2138; Filed July 30, 2015, 7:26 a.m.

Withdrawal of Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-90. Game: Deer (amending
4\/AC15-90-85).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of
Virginia.
The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has WITHDRAWN
the proposed amendments to 4VAC15-90-85, published in
27:2 VA.R. 160 September 27, 2010. The proposed
amendments designate the term "elk™ specifically as "Rocky
Mountain elk" (Cervus elaphus) and prohibit the hunting of
Rocky Mountain elk in Virginia. On October 5, 2010, the
board considered this proposal for adoption as a final
amendment and did not adopt it.
Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Regulatory Coordinator,
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 7870 Villa Park
Drive, Suite 400, Henrico, VA 23228, telephone (804) 367-
8341, or email phil.smith@dgif.virginia.gov.

VA.R. Doc. No. R11-2596; Filed July 30, 2015, 7:26 a.m.

Withdrawal of Proposed Regulation

Title of Regulation: 4VAC15-260. Game: Waterfowl and
Waterfowl Blinds (amending 4VAC15-260-10).

Statutory Authority: § 29.1-501 of the Code of Virginia.

The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries has WITHDRAWN
the proposed amendments to 4VAC15-260-10, published in
31:20 VAR. 1648-1649 June 1, 2015. The proposed
amendments require stationary waterfowl blinds located in
the public waters to be marked with reflective material. On
June 2, 2015, the board considered this proposal for adoption
as a final amendment and did not adopt it.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Regulatory Coordinator,
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 7870 Villa Park
Drive, Suite 400, Henrico, VA 23228, telephone (804) 367-
8341, or email phil.smith@dgif.virginia.gov.

VAR. Doc. No. R15-4405; Filed July 30, 2015, 7:26 a.m.

* *

TITLE 6. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND
CORRECTIONS

FORENSIC SCIENCE BOARD

Final Regulation

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Forensic Science Board is
claiming an exemption from Article 2 of the Administrative
Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4006 A 4 a of the Code
of Virginia, which excludes regulations that are necessary to
conform to changes in Virginia statutory law where no
agency discretion is involved. The Forensic Science Board
will receive, consider, and respond to petitions from any
interested person at any time with respect to reconsideration
or revision.

Title of Regulation: 6VAC40-60. DNA Data Bank
Regulations (amending 6VVAC40-60-50).

Statutory Authority: §8 9.1-1110 and 19.2-310.5 of the Code
of Virginia.

Effective Date: September 23, 2015.

Agency Contact: Amy M. Curtis, Department Counsel,
Department of Forensic Science, 700 North 5th Street,
Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-6848, FAX (804)
786-6857, or email amy.curtis@dfs.virginia.gov.

Summary:
The amendment conforms to Chapter 193 of the 2015 Acts
of Assembly by adding the Department of State Police as
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Regulations

an agency that may be provided information from the DNA
data bank by secure electronic exchange of data.

6VVAC40-60-50. Provision of DNA data bank information
to the Virginia Department of Corrections, _the
Department of State Police, and the Department of
Juvenile Justice.

Any information from the DNA data bank provided to a
duly authorized representative of the Department of
Corrections or the Department of State Police pursuant to
§ 19.2-310.2 of the Code of Virginia or to the Department of
Juvenile Justice pursuant to § 16.1-299.1 of the Code of
Virginia shall be by a secure electronic exchange of data.

VAR. Doc. No. R15-4451; Filed August 3, 2015, 12:14 p.m.

* *

TITLE 8. EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Fast-Track Regulation

Title of Requlation: 8VAC20-131. Regulations Establishing
Standards for Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia
(amending 8VAC20-131-5, 8VAC20-131-10, 8VAC20-131-
30, 8VAC20-131-50, 8VAC20-131-60, 8VAC20-131-110,
8VAC20-131-260, 8VAC20-131-270, 8VAC20-131-280,
8VAC20-131-300, 8VAC20-131-310, 8VAC20-131-315,
8VAC20-131-360).

Statutory Authority: 8§ 22.1-16 and 22.1-253.13:3 of the
Code of Virginia.

Public Hearing
scheduled.

Public Comment Deadline: September 23, 2015.
Effective Date: October 8, 2015.

Agency Contact: Dr. Cynthia Cave, Assistant Superintendent,
Policy and Communications, Department of Education, P.O.
Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218-2120, telephone (804) 225-
2403, FAX (804) 225-2524, or email
cynthia.cave@doe.virginia.gov.

Basis: Section 22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of Virginia
authorizes the Board of Education to promulgate regulations
governing standards for accrediting public schools. The
Board of Education's overall regulatory authority is found in
8 22.1-16 of the Code of Virginia, which provides that the
board may promulgate such regulations as may be necessary
to carry out the board's powers and duties and the provisions
of Title 22.1 of the Code of Virginia.

Purpose: Amendments are needed to comport with legislative
changes made by the following acts of assembly:

* Chapter 570 of the 1999 Acts of Assembly

» Chapters 83, 172, 787, and 833 of the 2012 Acts of
Assembly

Information: No public hearings are

 Chapters 498, 530, 609, and 710 of the 2013 Acts of
Assembly

* Chapter 84 of the 2014 Acts of Assembly

« Chapters 144, 148, 150, 324, 329, 369, 563, 564, 565,
591, 701, 702, and 705 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly.

Within the proposed changes to the regulations are provisions
that have a direct impact on the safety and health of students
and the community, including:

1. The development by local school boards of policies for
the possession and administration of epinephrine in every
school;

2. School personnel training for the administration of
insulin and glucagon in school buildings;

3. Student  training in  emergency  first  aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators to be awarded a Standard or an
Advanced Studies Diploma;

4. The establishment of threat assessment teams within
schools; and

5. Conduct of lockdown drills by schools.

Other proposed amendments to the regulations address
academic expectations for students and school accountability
measures, and support standards for educational preparation
of students, which are measured and provided to the public.

Rationale for Using Fast-Track Process: The fast-track
rulemaking process is for regulations expected to be
noncontroversial. This revision is noncontroversial because
its only purpose is to address legislation that was adopted
during the 2012 through 2015 sessions of the General
Assembly, and one bill adopted during the 1999 General
Assembly session. In addition, time is of the essence in
promulgating these regulations because a number of the
legislative changes that are addressed impact school safety,
provide additional flexibility to school divisions or specify
dates by which certain provisions must be implemented or in
place.

Substance: The following list describes the changes required
by legislation adopted during the 1999, 2012, 2013, 2014, and
2015 General Assembly sessions.

» Chapter 570 of the 1999 Acts of Assembly requires
school boards to ensure that at least two employees have
been trained in the administration of insulin and glucagon
in school buildings with an instructional and
administrative staff of 10 or more, if one or more
students diagnosed as having diabetes attend the school.
When there are fewer than 10 such staff members, school
boards shall ensure that at least one employee has been
trained if one or more students with diabetes attend the
school.

* Chapters 83 and 172 of the 2012 Acts of Assembly add
three points to the Graduation and Completion Index for

Volume 31, Issue 26

Virginia Register of Regulations

August 24, 2015

2453



Regulations

each student who earns a diploma and a Career and
Technical Education credential.

 Chapters 787 and 833 of the 2012 Acts of Assembly
require local school boards to adopt and implement
policies for the possession and administration of
epinephrine in every school.

* Chapters 498 and 530 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly
require students, beginning with the ninth-grade class of
2016-2017, to be trained in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators to be awarded a Standard or an
Advanced Studies Diploma.

» Chapter 710 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly requires
each school to have a school threat assessment team. The
threat assessment teams shall provide guidance to
students, faculty, and staff regarding recognition of
threatening or aberrant behavior that may represent a
threat to the community.

* Chapter 609 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly requires at
least two lockdown drills every year--one in September
and one in January.

» Chapter 84 of the 2014 Acts of Assembly replaces
references throughout the Code of Virginia to a General
Educational Development program or test with "a high
school equivalency examination approved by the Board
of Education" or "a high school equivalency preparation
program."

 Chapter 329 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly eliminates
the term "Special Diploma" and replaces it with the term
"Applied Studies Diploma."

* Chapter 563 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly requires the
Virginia Department of Education, for the purposes of
the School Performance Report Card, to include, as part
of instructional costs, each school division's expenditures
on the hardware necessary to support electronic
textbooks.

 Chapters 564 and 565 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly
direct the board to establish criteria for awarding a
diploma seal of biliteracy and require the board to
establish criteria for awarding it in time for any student
graduating from a public high school in the
Commonwealth in 2016 to be awarded such a diploma
seal.

» Chapters 144 and 148 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly
require the board to promulgate regulations to provide
the same criteria for eligibility for an expedited retake of
any Standards of Learning (SOL) test, with the exception
of the writing SOL tests, to each student regardless of
grade level or course.

 Chapters 701 and 702 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly
permit local school divisions to waive the requirement
for students to receive 140 clock hours of instruction to
earn a standard unit of credit upon providing the board

with satisfactory proof, based on board guidelines, that
the students for whom such requirements are waived
have learned the content and skills included in the
relevant SOL.

 Chapters 150 and 324 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly
require the board to amend the Standards of
Accreditation by the 2016-2017 school year to establish
additional accreditation ratings that recognize the
progress of schools and student growth.

 Chapter 591 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly creates an
alternative, under certain circumstances, to the current
requirement that, in order to receive a standard diploma,
a student must earn a Career and Technical Education
credential.

* Chapter 705 of the 2015 Acts of Assembly requires the
board, for the purposes of the Standards of Accreditation,
to use a graduation rate that excludes any student who
fails to graduate because he or she is in the custody of the
Department of Corrections, the Department of Juvenile
Justice, or local law enforcement. This legislation
becomes effective on July 1, 2016.

Issues: The primary advantage of the amendments to the
Standards of Accreditation further support accountability for
all public schools, student health and safety while attending
school, and public information about school performance.
There are no disadvantages to the public, the agency, or the
Commonwealth. These revisions are required by changes in
the Code of Virginia adopted by the Virginia General
Assembly.

Department of Planning and Budget's Economic Impact
Analysis:

Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation. The
Board of Education (Board) proposes numerous amendments
to reflect 1999, 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 state legislation.
The proposed amendments essentially repeat Code of
Virginia language from the legislation in the regulation. In
three instances the statutes instruct the Board to set criteria,
and the Board's proposed regulatory language state that
criteria will be set by the Board, but do not propose specific
criteria in the regulation.

Result of Analysis. The benefits likely exceed the costs.

Estimated Economic Impact. Essentially none of the proposed
amendments add detail to requirements and rules beyond that
which is explicitly stated in statute. Adding this language to
the regulation is potentially beneficial in that it may be easier
for the public to find, but it has no other impact.

The legislative mandate? that beginning with first-time ninth-
grade students in the 2016-2017 school year that in order to
be awarded a Standard or Advanced Studies Diploma
students shall be trained in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the
skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation,
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introduces significant benefits and costs. Having all (or nearly
all) people publically educated in the Commonwealth trained
in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the
use of automated external defibrillators will increase the
likelihood that someone with potentially lifesaving skills will
be on hand in times of emergency. To the extent that the high
school students absorb and retain the knowledge they gain in
this training, the long-run benefits may be quite large.

For onsite training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators,
the American Red Cross charges $250 plus $72 per student if
there are at least 20 students.® So for a high school with 100
freshmen, the annual cost in fees would be $7,450.% For a
high school with 50 freshmen the fees would total $3,850.°
The 2014/2015 statewide public school enrollment of ninth-
grade students was 105,324.° There are 312 public high
schools.” Thus, not counting the value of time, the annual
statewide cost for this requirement is approximately $7.7
million.?

If done all in person, the Red Cross training would take 5.5
hours. Alternatively, the students could do 2 hours of online
training ahead of time. In that case the in-person training
would last 1.5 hours.” The fees would be the same in either
case, but the amount of instructional time that potentially
could have been used for other subjects differs.

Businesses and Entities Affected. The proposed amendments
affect the 132 local school divisions in the Commonwealth.

Localities Particularly Affected. The proposed amendments
do not disproportionately affect particular localities.

Projected Impact on Employment. The proposed amendments
will not affect employment.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property. The
proposed amendments will not affect the use and value of
private property.

Real Estate Development Costs. The proposed amendments
will not affect real estate development costs.

Small Businesses: Definition. Pursuant to § 2.2-4007.04 of
the Code of Virginia, small business is defined as "a business
entity, including its affiliates, that (i) is independently owned
and operated and (ii) employs fewer than 500 full-time
employees or has gross annual sales of less than $6 million."

Costs and Other Effects. The proposed amendments will not
affect small businesses.

Alternative Method that Minimizes Adverse Impact. The
proposed amendments will not adversely affect small
businesses.

Adverse Impacts:

Businesses: The proposed amendments will not adversely
affect businesses.

Localities: The proposed amendments will not adversely
affect localities.

Other Entities: The proposed amendments will not adversely
affect other entities.

Legal Mandates.

General: The Department of Planning and Budget has
analyzed the economic impact of this proposed regulation in
accordance with §2.2-4007.04 of the Code of Virginia
(Code) and Executive Order Number 17 (2014). Code § 2.2-
4007.04 requires that such economic impact analyses
determine the public benefits and costs of the proposed
amendments. Further the report should include but not be
limited to: (1) the projected number of businesses or other
entities to whom the proposed regulatory action would apply,
(2) the identity of any localities and types of businesses or
other entities particularly affected, (3) the projected number
of persons and employment positions to be affected, (4) the
projected costs to affected businesses or entities to implement
or comply with the regulation, and (5) the impact on the use
and value of private property.

Adverse impacts: Pursuant to Code 8§ 2.2-4007.04(C): In the
event this economic impact analysis reveals that the proposed
regulation would have an adverse economic impact on
businesses or would impose a significant adverse economic
impact on a locality, business, or entity particularly affected,
the Department of Planning and Budget shall advise the Joint
Commission on Administrative Rules, the House Committee
on Appropriations, and the Senate Committee on Finance
within the 45-day period.

If the proposed regulatory action may have an adverse effect
on small businesses, Code § 2.2-4007.04 requires that such
economic impact analyses include: (1) an identification and
estimate of the number of small businesses subject to the
proposed regulation, (2) the projected reporting,
recordkeeping, and other administrative costs required for
small businesses to comply with the proposed regulation,
including the type of professional skills necessary for
preparing required reports and other documents, (3) a
statement of the probable effect of the proposed regulation on
affected small businesses, and (4) a description of any less
intrusive or less costly alternative methods of achieving the
purpose of the proposed regulation. Additionally, pursuant to
Code §2.2-4007.1, if there is a finding that a proposed
regulation may have an adverse impact on small business, the
Joint Commission on Administrative Rules shall be notified.

! Chapters 144 and 148, 150 and 324, and 564 and 565 of the 2015 Virginia
Acts of Assembly

2 Chapters 498 and 530 of the 2013 Virginia Acts of Assembly

® These figures are based on an Internet search and phone conversation with
the American Red Cross.

4 $250 + (100 x $72) = $7,450
5 $250 + (50 x $72) = $3,850

® Data Source: Virginia Department of Education website:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/statistics_reports/enrollment/fall_membership/in
dex.shtml

7 Ibid
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8 (312 x $250) + (105,324 x $72) = $7,661,328
® Source: American Red Cross

Agency's Response to Economic Impact Analysis: The
agency concurs with the economic impact analysis completed
by the Department of Planning and Budget. The agency will
continue to examine the economic and administrative impact
of the regulations as they progress through the regulatory
process.

Summary:
This regulatory action addresses legislation that was
enacted by the General Assembly during the 1999, 2012,
2013, 2014, and 2015 sessions. The amendments:

1. Require the addition of three points to the graduation
and completion index for each student who earns a
diploma and a career and technical education credential;

2. Require local school boards to adopt and implement
policies for the possession and administration of
epinephrine in every school;

3. Require school boards to ensure that at least two
employees have been trained in the administration of
insulin and glucagon in school buildings with an
instructional and administrative staff of 10 or more or at
least one employee has received such training when there
are fewer than 10 such staff members, if one or more
students diagnosed as having diabetes attend the school;

4. Require students, beginning with the ninth-grade class
of 2016-2017, to be trained in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators to be awarded a Standard or an
Advanced Studies Diploma;

5. Require each school to have a school threat assessment
team;

6. Require at least two lockdown drills every year, one in
September and one in January;

7. Replace references to a General Educational
Development (GED) program or test with "a high school
equivalency examination approved by the Board of
Education” or a "high school equivalency preparation
program";

8. Replace the term "Special Diploma" with "Applied
Studies Diploma";

9. Establish criteria for awarding a diploma seal of
biliteracy for any eligible student graduating from a public
high school in the Commonwealth beginning in 2016;

10. Provide for an expedited retake of any Standards of
Learning (SOL) test, with the exception of the writing SOL
tests, to each student regardless of grade level or course;

11. Permit local school divisions to waive the requirement
for students to receive 140 clock hours of instruction to
earn a standard unit of credit upon providing the board
with satisfactory proof that the students for whom such

requirements are waived have learned the content and
skills included in the relevant SOL;

12. Establish additional accreditation ratings that
recognize the progress of schools and student growth to be
effective no later than academic year 2016-2017;

13. Create an alternative, under certain circumstances, to
the current requirement that in order to receive a standard
diploma, a student must earn a career and technical
education credential; and

14. Require the board, for the purposes of the Standards of
Accreditation, to use a graduation rate that excludes any
student who fails to graduate because he or she is in the
custody of the Department of Corrections, the Department
of Juvenile Justice, or local law enforcement.

Part |
Definitions and Purpose

8VAC?20-131-5. Definitions.

The following words and terms apply only to these
regulations and do not supersede those definitions used for
federal reporting purposes or for the calculation of costs
related to the Standards of Quality (§ 22.1-253.13:1 et seq. of
the Code of Virginia). When used in these regulations, these
words shall have the following meanings, unless the context
clearly indicates otherwise:

"Accreditation” means a process used by the Virginia
Department of Education (hereinafter "department™) to
evaluate the educational performance of public schools in
accordance with these regulations.

"Additional test” means a test, including substitute tests
approved by the Board of Education that students may use in
lieu of a Standards of Learning test to obtain verified credit.

"Class period" means a segment of time in the school day
that is approximately 1/6 of the instructional day.

"Combined school" means a public school that contains any
combination of or all of the grade levels from kindergarten
through grade 12. This definition does not include those
schools defined as elementary, middle, or secondary schools.

"Credit accommodations” means adjustments to meet the
standard and verified credit requirements for earning a
Standard Diploma for students with disabilities.

"Elementary school" means a public school with any grades
kindergarten through five.

"Eligible students" means the total number of students of
school age enrolled in the school at a grade or course for
which a Standards of Learning test is required unless
excluded under the provisions of 8VAC20-131-30 G and
8VAC20-131-280 D relative to limited English proficient
(LEP) students.

"Enrollment” means the act of complying with state and
local requirements relative to the registration or admission of
a child for attendance in a school within a local school
division. This term also means registration for courses within
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the student's home school or within related schools or
programs.

"First time" means the student has not been enrolled in the
school at any time during the current school year (for
purposes of 8VAC20-131-60 with reference to students who
transfer in during the school year).

"Four core areas" or "four core academic areas" means
English, mathematics, science, and history and social science
for purposes of testing for the Standards of Learning.

"Graduate" means a student who has earned a Board of
Education recognized diploma, which includes the Advanced
Studies Diploma, the Standard Diploma, and the Special
Diplema Applied Studies Diploma.

"Homebound instruction” means academic instruction
provided to students who are confined at home or in a health
care facility for periods that would prevent normal school
attendance based upon certification of need by a licensed
physician or a licensed clinical psychologist.

"Locally awarded verified credit" means a verified unit of
credit awarded by a local school board in accordance with
8VAC20-131-110.

"Middle school" means a public school with any grades 6
through 8.

"Planning period" means one class period per day or the
equivalent unencumbered of any teaching or supervisory
duties.

"Recess” means a segment of free time exclusive of time
provided for meals during the standard school day in which
students are given a break from instruction.

"Reconstitution” means a process that may be used to
initiate a range of accountability actions to improve pupil
performance, curriculum, and instruction to address
deficiencies that caused a school to be rated Accreditation
Denied that may include, but not be limited to, restructuring a
school's governance, instructional program, staff or student
population.

"School" means a publicly funded institution where students
are enrolled for all or a majority of the instructional day and:

1. Those students are reported in fall membership at the
institution; and

2. At a minimum, the institution meets the preaccreditation
eligibility requirements of these regulations as adopted by
the Board of Education.

"Secondary school" means a public school with any grades 9
through 12.

"Standard school day" means a calendar day that averages at
least five and one-half instructional hours for students in
grades 1 through 12, excluding breaks for meals and recess,
and a minimum of three instructional hours for students in
kindergarten.

"Standard school year" means a school year of at least 180
teaching days or a total of at least 990 teaching hours per
year.

"Standard unit of credit" or "standard credit" means credit

awarded for a course in which the student successfully
completes 140 clock hours of instruction and the
requirements of the course. Local school boards may develop
alternatives to the requirement for 140 clock hours of
instruction as provided for in 8VAC20-131-110.

"Standards of Learning tests" or "SOL tests" means those
criterion referenced assessments approved by the Board of
Education for use in the Virginia assessment program that
measure attainment of knowledge and skills required by the
Standards of Learning.

"Student” means a person of school age as defined by
§ 22.1-1 of the Code of Virginia, a child with disabilities as
defined in § 22.1-213 of the Code of Virginia, and a person
with limited English proficiency in accordance with § 22.1-5
of the Code of Virginia.

"Student periods™ means the number of students a teacher
instructs per class period multiplied by the number of class
periods taught.

"Verified unit of credit" or "verified credit" means credit
awarded for a course in which a student earns a standard unit
of credit and achieves a passing score on a corresponding
end-of-course SOL test or an additional test approved by the
Board of Education as part of the Virginia assessment
program.

"Virginia assessment program™" means a system used to
evaluate student achievement that includes Standards of
Learning tests and additional tests that may be approved from
time to time by the Board of Education.

8VAC20-131-10. Purpose.

The foremost purpose of public education in Virginia is to
provide children with a quality education giving them
opportunities to meet their fullest potential in life. The
standards for the accreditation of public schools in Virginia
are designed to ensure that an effective educational program
is established and maintained in Virginia's public schools.
The mission of the public education system is to educate
students in the essential academic knowledge and skills in
order that they may be equipped for citizenship, work, and a
private life that is informed and free. The accreditation
standards:

1. Provide an essential foundation of educational programs
of high quality in all schools for all students.

2. Encourage continuous appraisal—and—improvement

improvement and appraisal of the school program for the
purpose of raising student achievement.

3. Foster public confidence.

4. Assure recognition of Virginia's public schools by other
institutions of learning.

Volume 31, Issue 26

Virginia Register of Regulations

August 24, 2015

2457



Regulations

5. Establish a means of determining the effectiveness of
schools.

Section 22.1-253.13:3 B of the Code of Virginia requires the
Virginia Board of Education (hereinafter "board") promulgate
regulations establishing standards for accreditation.

The statutory authority for these regulations is delineated in
§22.1-19 of the Code of Virginia, which includes the
requirement that the board shall provide for the accreditation
of public elementary, middle and secondary schools in
accordance with regulations prescribed by it.

These regulations govern public schools operated by local
school boards providing instruction to students as defined in
8VAC20-131-5. Other schools licensed under other state
statutes are exempt from these requirements.

Part 111
Student Achievement

8VAC20-131-30. Student achievement expectations.

A. Each student should learn the relevant grade level/course

subject matter before promotion to the next grade. The
division superintendent shall certify to the Department of
Education that the division's promotion/retention policy does
not exclude students from membership in a grade, or
participation in a course, in which SOL tests are to be
administered. Each school shall have a process, as
appropriate, to identify and recommend strategies to address
the learning, behavior, communication, or development of
individual children who are having difficulty in the
educational setting.

B. In Kkindergarten through eighth grade, where the
administration of Virginia assessment program tests are
required by the Board of Education, each student shall be
expected to take the tests; students who are accelerated shall
take the tests of the grade level enrolled or the tests for the
grade level of the content received in instruction. No student
shall take more than one test in any content area in each year.
Schools shall use the Virginia assessment program test results
in kindergarten through eighth grade as part of a set of
multiple criteria for determining the promotion or retention of
students. Students promoted to high school from eighth grade
should have attained basic mastery of the Standards of
Learning in English, history and social science, mathematics,
and science and should be prepared for high school work.
Students shall not be required to retake the Virginia
assessment program tests unless they are retained in grade
and have not previously passed the related tests.

With such funds as may be appropriated by the General
Assembly, the Board of Education shall provide the same
criteria for eligibility for an expedited retake of any Standards
of Learning test, with the exception of the writing Standards
of Learning tests, to each student regardless of grade level or
course.

C. In kindergarten through grade 12, students may
participate in a remediation recovery program as established
by the board in English (Reading) or mathematics or both.

D. The board recommends that students in kindergarten
through grade 8 not be required to attend summer school or
weekend remediation classes solely based on failing a SOL
test in science or history/social science.

E. Each student in middle and secondary schools shall take
all applicable end-of-course SOL tests following course
instruction. Students who achieve a passing score on an end-
of-course SOL test shall be awarded a verified unit of credit
in that course in accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-
131-110. Students may earn verified units of credit in any
courses for which end-of-course SOL tests are available.
Middle and secondary schools may consider the student's
end-of-course SOL test score in determining the student's
final course grade. However, no student who has failed an
end-of-course SOL test but passed the related course shall be
prevented from taking any other course in a content area and
from taking the applicable end-of-course SOL test. The board
may approve additional tests to verify student achievement in
accordance with guidelines adopted for verified units of credit
described in 8VAC20-131-110.

F. Participation in the Virginia assessment program by
students with disabilities shall be prescribed by provisions of
their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan.
All students with disabilities shall be assessed with
appropriate accommodations and alternate assessments where
necessary.

G. All students identified as limited English proficient
(LEP) shall participate in the Virginia assessment program. A
school-based committee shall convene and make
determinations regarding the participation level of LEP
students in the Virginia assessment program. In kindergarten
through eighth grade, limited English proficient students may
be granted a one-time exemption from SOL testing in the
areas of writing, science, and history and social science.

H. Students identified as foreign exchange students taking
courses for credit shall be required to take the relevant
Virginia assessment program tests. Foreign exchange students
who are auditing courses and who will not receive a standard
unit of credit for such courses shall not be required to take the
Standards of Learning tests for those courses.

8VAC20-131-50. Requirements for graduation.

A. The requirements for a student to earn a diploma and
graduate from a Virginia high school shall be those in effect
when that student enters the ninth grade for the first time.
Students shall be awarded a diploma upon graduation from a
Virginia high school.

The Advanced Studies Diploma shall be the recommended
diploma for students pursuing baccalaureate study. Both the
Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies Diploma shall
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prepare students for postsecondary education and the career
readiness required by the Commonwealth's economy.

When students below the ninth grade successfully complete
courses offered for credit in grades 9 through 12, credit shall
be counted toward meeting the standard units required for
graduation provided the courses are equivalent in content and
academic rigor as those courses offered at the secondary
level. To earn a verified unit of credit for these courses,
students must meet the requirements of 8VAC20-131-110.

The following requirements shall be the only requirements
for a diploma, unless a local school board has prescribed
additional requirements that have been approved by the Board
of Education. All additional requirements prescribed by local
school boards that have been approved by the Board of
Education remain in effect until such time as the local school
board submits a request to the board to amend or discontinue
them.

B. Requirements for a Standard Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014 and
beyond, students shall earn the required standard and
verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this
subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with a Standard
Diploma.

SJﬁTgagf Verified
Discipline Area . Credits
Credit Required
Required d
English 4 2
Mathematics* 3 1
Laboratory Science*® 3 1
History and Social 3 1
Sciences®®
Health and Physical 2
Education
Foreign Language,
Fine Arts or Career 2
and Technical
Education’
Economics and 1
Personal Finance
Electives® 4
Student Selected 1
Test®
Career and Technical
Education Credential®
Total® 22 6

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include at least two different course selections from
among: Algebra |, Geometry, Algebra, Functions, and
Data Analysis, Algebra I, or other mathematics courses
above the level of Algebra Il. The board shall approve
courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include course selections from at least two different
science disciplines: earth sciences, biology, chemistry, or
physics, or completion of the sequence of science
courses required for the International Baccalaureate
Diploma. The board shall approve courses to satisfy this
requirement.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia
Government, and one course in either world history or
geography or both. The board shall approve courses to
satisfy this requirement.

*Courses to satisfy this requirement shall include at least
two sequential electives as required by the Standards of
Quality.

°A student may utilize additional tests for earning
verified credit in computer science, technology, career
and technical education, economics or other areas as
prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

®Students who complete a career and technical education
program sequence and pass an examination or
occupational competency assessment in a career and
technical education field that confers certification or an
occupational competency credential from a recognized
industry, or trade or professional association, or acquires
a professional license in a career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia may substitute
the certification, competency credential, or license for (i)
the student-selected verified credit and (ii) either a
science or history and social science verified credit when
the certification, license, or credential confers more than
one verified credit. The examination or occupational
competency assessment must be approved by the Board
of Education as an additional test to verify student
achievement.

"Pursuant to § 22.1-253.13:4 of the Code of Virginia,
credits earned for this requirement shall include one
credit in fine or performing arts or career and technical
education.

8Students shall earn a career and technical education
credential approved by the Board of Education that-ceuld
include-but-notbe limited-to, except when a career and
technical education credential in a particular subject area
is not readily available or appropriate or does not
adequately measure student competency, in which case
the student shall receive satisfactory competency-based
instruction in the subject area to satisfy the standard
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diploma requirements. The career and technical
education credential, when required, could include the
successful completion of an industry certification, a state
licensure examination, a national occupational
competency assessment, or the Virginia workplace
readiness assessment.

*Students shall successfully complete one virtual course,
which may be a noncredit-bearing course or a required or
elective credit-bearing course that is offered online.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the
2016-2017 school year, students shall be trained in
emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and
the use of automated external defibrillators, including
hands-on practice of the skills necessary to perform
cardiopulmonary resuscitation. Students with an
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan
which documents that they cannot successfully complete
this training shall be granted a waiver from this
graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-
350.

3. The Board of Education shall establish, through
guidelines, credit accommodations to the standard and
verified credit requirements for a Standard Diploma. Such
credit accommodations for students with disabilities may

include:

a. Approval of alternative courses to meet the standard

credit requirements;

b. Modifications to the requirements for local school

divisions to award locally awarded verified credits;

c. Approval of additional tests to earn a verified credit;
d. Adjusted cut scores required to earn verified credit;

and
e. Allowance of work-based learning experiences.

The student's Individualized Education Program (IEP) or
504 Plan would specify any credit accommodations that

would be applicable for the student.

Students completing the requirements for the Standard
Diploma may be eligible to receive an honor deemed
appropriate by the local school board as described in

subsection H of this section.
C. Requirements for an Advanced Studies Diploma.

1. Beginning with the ninth-grade class of 2013-2014 and
beyond, students shall earn the required standard and
verified units of credit described in subdivision 2 of this

subsection.

2. Credits required for graduation with an Advanced

Studies Diploma.

%ﬁ?t‘:ag‘fj Verified
Discipline Area . Credits
Credit Required
Required a
English 4 2
Mathematics* 4 2
Laboratory Science® 4 2
History and Social 4 2
Sciences®
Foreign Language” 3
Health and Physical 2
Education
Fine Arts or Career
and Technical 1
Education
Economics and
. 1
Personal Finance
Electives 3
Student Selected 1
Test®
Total® 26 9

'Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include at least three different course selections from
among: Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra I1, or other
mathematics courses above the level of Algebra Il. The
board shall approve courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include course selections from at least three different
science disciplines from among: earth sciences, biology,
chemistry, or physics or completion of the sequence of
science courses required for the International
Baccalaureate Diploma. The board shall approve
additional courses to satisfy this requirement.

*Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include U.S. and Virginia History, U.S. and Virginia
Government, and two courses in either world history or
geography or both. The board shall approve additional
courses to satisfy this requirement.

“Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall
include three years of one language or two years of two
languages.

°A student may utilize additional tests for earning
verified credit in computer science, technology, career or
technical education, economics or other areas as
prescribed by the board in 8VAC20-131-110.

®Students shall successfully complete one virtual course,
which may be a noncredit-bearing course, or may be a
course required to earn this diploma that is offered
online.
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Students completing the requirements for the Advanced
Studies Diploma may be eligible to receive an honor deemed
appropriate by the local school board as described in
subsection H of this section.

Beginning with first-time ninth-grade students in the 2016-
2017 school year, students shall be trained in emergency first
aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators, including hands-on practice of the
skills necessary to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
Students with an Individualized Education Program (IEP) or
504 Plan which documents that they cannot successfully
complete this training shall be granted a waiver from this
graduation requirement, as provided in 8VAC20-131-350.

D. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of
Quality, students with disabilities who complete the
requirements of their Individualized Education Program (IEP)
and do not meet the requirements for other diplomas shall be
awarded Special Applied Studies Diplomas.

E. In accordance with the requirements of the Standards of
Quality, students who complete prescribed programs of
studies defined by the local school board but do not qualify
for a Standard Diploma, an Advanced Studies Diploma, or a
Special an Applied Studies Diploma shall be awarded
Certificates of Program Completion. The requirements for
Certificates of Program Completion are developed by local
school boards in accordance with the Standards of Quality.

F. In accordance with the provisions of the compulsory
attendance law and 8VAC20-360 8VAC20-30, Regulations
Governing General—Educational-Development—Certificates
Adult High School Programs, students who do not qualify for
diplomas may earn a high school equivalency credential.

G. At a student's request, the local school board shall
communicate or otherwise make known to institutions of
higher education, potential employers, or other applicable
third parties, in a manner that the local school board deems
appropriate, that a student has attained the state's academic
expectations by earning a Virginia diploma and that the value
of such a diploma is not affected in any way by the
accreditation status of the student's school.

H. Awards for exemplary student performance. Students
who demonstrate academic excellence and/or outstanding
achievement may be eligible for one or more of the following
awards:

1. Students who complete the requirements for an
Advanced Studies Diploma with an average grade of "B"
or better, and successfully complete college-level
coursework that will earn the student at least nine
transferable college credits in Advanced Placement (AP),
International Baccalaureate (IB), Cambridge, or dual
enrollment courses shall receive the Governor's Seal on the
diploma.

2. Students who complete the requirements for a Standard
Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma with an average

grade of "A" shall receive a Board of Education Seal on
the diploma.

3. The Board of Education's Career and Technical
Education Seal will be awarded to students who earn a
Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and
complete a prescribed sequence of courses in a career and
technical education concentration or specialization that
they choose and maintain a "B" or better average in those
courses; or (i) pass an examination or an occupational
competency assessment in a career and technical education
concentration or specialization that confers certification or
occupational competency credential from a recognized
industry, trade or professional association or (ii) acquire a
professional license in that career and technical education
field from the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Board of
Education shall approve all professional licenses and
examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

4. The Board of Education's Seal of Advanced
Mathematics and Technology will be awarded to students
who earn either a Standard Diploma or an Advanced
Studies Diploma and (i) satisfy all of the mathematics
requirements for the Advanced Studies Diploma (four units
of credit including Algebra I1; two verified units of credit)
with a "B" average or better; and (ii) either (a) pass an
examination in a career and technical education field that
confers certification from a recognized industry, or trade or
professional association; (b) acquire a professional license
in a career and technical education field from the
Commonwealth of Virginia; or (c) pass an examination
approved by the board that confers college-level credit in a
technology or computer science area. The Board of
Education shall approve all professional licenses and
examinations used to satisfy these requirements.

5. The Board of Education's Seal for Excellence in Civics
Education will be awarded to students who earn either a
Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma and (i)
complete Virginia and United States History and Virginia
and United States Government courses with a grade of "B"
or higher; (ii) have good attendance and no disciplinary
infractions as determined by local school board policies;
and (iii) complete 50 hours of voluntary participation in
community service or extracurricular activities. Activities
that would satisfy the requirements of clause (iii) of this
subdivision include: (a) volunteering for a charitable or
religious organization that provides services to the poor,
sick, or less fortunate; (b) participating in Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, or similar youth organizations; (c) participating in
JROTC; (d) participating in political campaigns or
government internships, or Boys State, Girls State, or
Model General Assembly; or (e) participating in school-
sponsored extracurricular activities that have a civics
focus. Any student who enlists in the United States
military prior to graduation will be deemed to have met
this community service requirement.
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6. The Board of Education's Seal of Biliteracy will be
awarded to students who demonstrate proficiency in
English and at least one other language and meet additional
criteria established by the board. Such seal will be awarded
to eligible students graduating from public high schools in
the Commonwealth beginning in 2016.

7. Students may receive other seals or awards for
exceptional academic, career and technical, citizenship, or
other exemplary performance in accordance with criteria
defined by the local school board.

I. Students completing graduation requirements in a summer
school program shall be eligible for a diploma. The last
school attended by the student during the regular session shall
award the diploma unless otherwise agreed upon by the
principals of the two schools.

J. Students who complete Advanced Placement courses,
college-level courses, or courses required for an International
Baccalaureate Diploma shall be deemed to have completed
the requirements for graduation under these standards
provided they have earned the standard units of credit and
earned verified units of credit in accordance with the
requirements for the Standard Diploma and the Advanced
Studies Diploma, as specified in subsections B and C of this
section.

K. Students shall be counseled annually regarding the
opportunities for using additional tests for earning verified
credits as provided in accordance with the provisions of
8VAC20-131-110, and the consequences of failing to fulfill
the obligations to complete the requirements for verified units
of credit.

8VAC?20-131-60. Transfer students.

A. The provisions of this section pertain generally to
students who transfer into Virginia high schools. Students
transferring in grades K-8 from Virginia public schools or
nonpublic schools accredited by one of the approved
accrediting constituent members of the Virginia Council for
Private Education shall be given recognition for all grade-
level work completed. The academic record of students
transferring from all other schools shall be evaluated to
determine appropriate grade placement in accordance with
policies adopted by the local school board. The State Testing
Identifier (STI) for students who transfer into a Virginia
public school from another Virginia public school shall be
retained by the receiving school.

B. For the purposes of this section, the term "beginning"
means within the first 20 hours of instruction per course. The
term "during" means after the first 20 hours of instruction per
course.

C. Standard or verified units of credit earned by a student in
a Virginia public school shall be transferable without
limitation regardless of the accreditation status of the Virginia
public school in which the credits were earned. Virginia
public schools shall accept standard and verified units of

credit from other Virginia public schools, Virginia's virtual
learning program, Virtual Virginia, and state-operated
programs. Standard units of credit also shall be accepted for
courses satisfactorily completed in accredited colleges and
universities when prior written approval of the principal has
been granted or the student has been given credit by the
previous school attended.

D. A secondary school shall accept credits toward
graduation received from Virginia nonpublic schools
accredited by one of the approved accrediting constituent
members of the Virginia Council for Private Education
(VCPE). The Board of Education will maintain contact with
the VCPE and may periodically review its accrediting
procedures and policies as part of its policies under this
section.

Nothing in these standards shall prohibit a public school
from accepting standard units of credit toward graduation
awarded to students who transfer from all other schools when
the courses for which the student receives credit generally
match the description of or can be substituted for courses for
which the receiving school gives standard credit, and the
school from which the child transfers certifies that the courses
for which credit is given meet the requirements of 8VAC20-
131-110 A.

Students transferring into a Virginia public school shall be
required to meet the requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-50 to receive a Standard Diploma or an Advanced
Studies Diploma, except as provided by subsection G of this
section. To receive a-Speeial an Applied Studies Diploma or
Certificate of Program Completion, a student must meet the
requirements prescribed by the Standards of Quality.

E. The academic record of a student transferring from other
Virginia public schools shall be sent directly to the school
receiving the student upon request of the receiving school in
accordance with the provisions of the 8VAC20-150,
Management of the Student's Scholastic Record in the Public
Schools of Virginia. The State Testing Identifier (STI) for
students who transfer into a Virginia public school from
another Virginia public school shall be retained by the
receiving school.

F. The academic record of a student transferring into
Virginia public schools from other than a Virginia public
school shall be evaluated to determine the number of standard
units of credit that have been earned, including credit from
schools outside the United States, and the number of verified
units of credit needed to graduate in accordance with
subsection G of this section. Standard units of credit also
shall be accepted for courses satisfactorily completed in
accredited colleges and universities when the student has
been given credit by the previous school attended.

Students transferring above the tenth grade from schools or
other education programs that do not require or give credit for
health and physical education shall not be required to take
these courses to meet graduation requirements.
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G. Students entering a Virginia public high school for the
first time after the tenth grade shall earn as many credits as
possible toward the graduation requirements prescribed in
8VAC20-131-50. However, schools may substitute courses
required in other states in the same content area if the student
is unable to meet the specific content requirements of
8VAC20-131-50 without taking a heavier than normal course
load in any semester, by taking summer school, or by taking
courses after the time when he otherwise would have
graduated. In any event, no such student shall earn fewer than
the following number of verified units, nor shall such students
be required to take SOL tests or additional tests as defined in
8VAC20-131-110 for verified units of credit in courses
previously completed at another school or program of study,
unless necessary to meet the requirements listed in
subdivisions 1 and 2 of this subsection:

1. For a Standard Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the ninth grade or at the beginning of the
tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-50;

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the tenth grade or at the beginning of the
eleventh grade shall earn a minimum of four verified
units of credit: one each in English, mathematics, history,
and science. Students who complete a career and
technical education program sequence may substitute a
certificate, occupational competency credential or license
for either a science or history and social science verified
credit pursuant to 8VAC20-131-50; and

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the eleventh grade or at the beginning of the
twelfth grade shall earn a minimum of two verified units
of credit: one in English and one of the student's own
choosing.

2. For an Advanced Studies Diploma:

a. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the ninth grade or at the beginning of the
tenth grade shall earn credit as prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-50;

b. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the tenth grade or at the beginning of the
eleventh grade shall earn a minimum of six verified units
of credit: two in English and one each in mathematics,
history, and science and one of the student's own
choosing; and

c. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first
time during the eleventh grade or at the beginning of the
twelfth grade shall earn a minimum of four verified units
of credit: one in English and three of the student's own
choosing.

H. Students entering a Virginia high school for the first time
after the first semester of their eleventh grade year must meet

the requirements of subdivision G 1 ¢ or G 2 c of this section.
Students transferring after 20 instructional hours per course of
their senior or twelfth grade year shall be given every
opportunity to earn a Standard Diploma or an Advanced
Studies Diploma. If it is not possible for the student to meet
the requirements for a diploma, arrangements should be made
for the student's previous school to award the diploma. If
these arrangements cannot be made, a waiver of the verified
unit of credit requirements may be available to the student.
The Department of Education may grant such waivers upon
request by the local school board in accordance with
guidelines prescribed by the Board of Education.

I. Any local school division receiving approval to increase
its course credit requirements for a diploma may not deny
either the Standard Diploma or the Advanced Studies
Diploma to any transfer student who has otherwise met the
requirements contained in these standards if the transfer
student can only meet the division's additional requirements
by taking a heavier than normal course load in any semester,
by taking summer school, or by taking courses after the time
when he otherwise would have graduated.

J. The transcript of a student who graduates or transfers

from a Virginia secondary school shall conform to the
requirements of 8VAC20-160, Regulations Governing
Secondary School Transcripts.

K. The accreditation status of a high school shall not be
included on the student transcript provided to colleges,
universities, or employers. The board expressly states that any
student who has met the graduation requirements established
in 8VAC20-131-50 and has received a Virginia diploma
holds a diploma that should be recognized as equal to any
other Virginia diploma of the same type, regardless of the
accreditation status of the student's high school. It is the
express policy of the board that no student shall be affected
by the accreditation status of the student's school. The board
shall take appropriate action, from time to time, to ensure that
no student is affected by the accreditation status of the
student's school.

8VAC?20-131-110. Standard and verified units of credit.

A. The standard unit of credit for graduation shall be based
on a minimum of 140 clock hours of instruction and
successful completion of the requirements of the course.
When credit is awarded in less than whole units, the
increment awarded must be no greater than the fractional part
of the 140 hours of instruction provided. If a school division
elects to award credit on a basis other than the 140 clock
hours of instruction required for a standard unit of credit
defined in this subsection, the local school division shall
provide the Board of Education with satisfactory proof, based
on board guidelines, that the students for whom the 140-
clock-hour requirement is waived have learned the content
and skills included in the relevant Standards of Learning. In
addition, the local school division shall develop a written
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policy approved by the superintendent and school board that
ensures:

1. That the content of the course for which credit is
awarded is comparable to 140 clock hours of instruction;
and

2. That upon completion, the student will have met the
aims and objectives of the course.

B. A verified unit of credit for graduation shall be based on
a minimum of 140 clock hours of instruction, successful
completion of the requirements of the course, and the
achievement by the student of a passing score on the end-of-
course SOL test for that course or additional tests as
described in this subsection. A student may also earn a
verified unit of credit by the following methods:

1. In accordance with the provisions of the Standards of
Quality, students may earn a standard and verified unit of
credit for any elective course in which the core academic
SOL course content has been integrated and the student
passes the related end-of-course SOL test. Such course and
test combinations must be approved by the Board of
Education.

) - tation of the divisi :

and—demonstration—of —mastery—of —course—content—and
objectives Upon waiver of the 140-clock-hour requirement
according to Board of Education guidelines, qualified
students may-receive who have received a standard unit of
credit and will be permitted to sit for the relevant SOL test
to earn a verified credit without having to meet the 140-
clock-hour requirement.

3. Students who do not pass Standards of Learning tests in
science or history and social science may receive locally
awarded verified credits from the local school board in
accordance with criteria established in guidelines adopted
by the Board of Education.

C. The Board of Education may from time to time approve
additional tests for the purpose of awarding verified credit.
Such additional tests, which enable students to earn verified
units of credit, must, at a minimum, meet the following
criteria:

1. The test must be standardized and graded independently
of the school or school division in which the test is given;

2. The test must be knowledge based:;

3. The test must be administered on a multistate or
international basis, or administered as part of another
state's accountability assessment program; and

4. To be counted in a specific academic area, the test must
measure content that incorporates or exceeds the SOL
content in the course for which verified credit is given.

The Board of Education will set the score that must be
achieved to earn a verified unit of credit on the additional
test options.

D. With such funds as are appropriated by the General
Assembly, the Board of Education will provide opportunities
for students who meet criteria adopted by the board to have
an expedited retake of a SOL test to earn verified credit.

Part VI
School Facilities and Safety

8VAC20-131-260. School facilities and safety.

A. Each school shall be maintained in a manner ensuring
compliance with the Virginia Statewide Building Code
(13VAC5-63). In addition, the school administration shall:

1. Maintain a physical plant that is accessible, barrier free,
safe, and clean;

2. Provide for the proper outdoor display of flags of the
United States and of the Commonwealth of Virginia;

3. Provide suitable space for classrooms, administrative
staff, pupil personnel services, library and media services,
and for the needs and safety of physical education;

4. Provide adequate, safe, and properly-equipped
laboratories to meet the needs of instruction in the
sciences, technology, fine arts, and career and technical
programs; angd

5. Provide facilities for the adequate and
administration and storage of student medications; and

6. Carry out the duties of the threat assessment team
established by the division superintendent and implement
policies established by the local school board related to
threat assessment, pursuant to 8§ 22.1-79.4 of the Code of
Virginia.

B. Each school shall maintain records of regular safety,
health, and fire inspections that have been conducted and
certified by local health and fire departments. The frequency
of such inspections shall be determined by the local school
board in consultation with the local health and fire
departments. In addition, the school administration shall:

1. Equip all exit doors with panic hardware as required by
the Virginia Statewide Building Code (13VAC5-63); and

2. Conduct fire drills at least once a week during the first
month of school and at least once each month for the
remainder of the school term. Evacuation routes for
students shall be posted in each room:; and

Additionalhy; 3. Conduct at least ene two simulated lock-
down drills and crisis emergency evacuation activity

should—be—conducted—early—in-the activities each school

year, one in September and one in January.

C. Each school shall have contingency plans for
emergencies that include staff certified in cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR), the Heimlich maneuver, and emergency
first aid.

Each school building with instructional or administrative
staff of 10 or more shall have at least three employees with
current certification or training in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of an automated

safe
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external defibrillator. If one or more students diagnosed as
having diabetes attend such school, at least two employees
shall have been trained in the administration of insulin and
glucagon.

Each school building with instructional or administrative
staff fewer than 10 shall have at least two employees with
current certification or training in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of an automated
external defibrillator. If one or more students diagnosed as
having diabetes attend such school, at least one employee
shall have been trained in the administration of insulin and
glucagon.

D. In addition, the school administration shall ensure that
the school has:

1. Written procedures to follow in emergencies such as
fire, injury, illness, allergic reactions, and violent or
threatening behavior. This shall include school board
policies for the possession and administration of
epinephrine in every school, to be administered by any
school nurse, employee of the school board, employee of a
local governing body, or employee of a local health
department who is authorized by a prescriber and trained in
the administration of epinephrine to any student believed to
be having an anaphylactic reaction. The plan shall be
outlined in the student handbook and discussed with staff
and students during the first week of each school year;

2. Space for the proper care of students who become ill;

3. A written procedure, in accordance with guidelines
established by the local school board, for responding to
violent, disruptive or illegal activities by students on
school property or during a school sponsored activity; and

4. Written procedures to follow for the safe evacuation of
persons with special physical, medical, or language needs
who may need assistance to exit a facility.

Part VII
School and Community Communications

8VAC20-131-270. School and community
communications.

A. Each school shall promote communication and foster
mutual understanding with parents and the community. Each
school shall:

1. Involve parents, citizens, community agencies, and
representatives from business and industry in developing,
disseminating, and explaining the biennial school plan; on
advisory committees; in curriculum studies; and in
evaluating the educational program.

2. Provide annually to the parents and the community the
School Performance Report Card in a manner prescribed
by the board. The information contained therein will be for
the most recent three-year period. Such information shall
include but not be limited to:

a. Virginia assessment program results by percentage of
participation and proficiency and disaggregated by
student subgroups.

b. The accreditation rating earned by the school.
c. Attendance rates for students.

d. Information related to school safety to include, but not
limited to, incidents of crime and violence.

e. Information related to qualifications and educational
attainment of the teaching staff.

f. In addition, secondary schools' School Performance
Report Cards shall include the following:

(1) Advanced Placement (AP) information to include
percentage of students who take AP courses and
percentage of students who take AP tests;

(2) International Baccalaureate (IB) and Cambridge
course information to include percentage of students who
are enrolled in IB or Cambridge programs and percentage
of students who receive 1B or Cambridge Diplomas;

(3) College-level course information to include
percentage of students who take college-level courses
including dual enrollment courses;

(4) Number and percentage of (i) graduates by diploma
type as prescribed by the Board of Education, (ii)
certificates awarded to the senior class including GEB
eredentials high school equivalency preparation program
credentials approved by the board, and (iii) students who
do not complete high school;

(5) As a separate category on the school report card, the
number of students obtaining board-approved industry
certifications, and passing state licensure examinations,
national occupational competency assessments and
Virginia workplace readiness skills assessments while
still in high school and the number of career and
technical education completers who graduated; and

(6) Number and percentage of drop-outs.

3. Cooperate with business and industry in formulating
career and technical educational programs and conducting
joint enterprises involving personnel, facilities, training
programs, and other resources.

4. Encourage and support the establishment and/or
continuation of a parent-teacher association or other
organization and work cooperatively with it.

B. At the beginning of each school year, each school shall
provide to its students' parents or guardians information on
the availability of and source for receiving:

1. The learning objectives developed in accordance with
the provisions of 8VAC20-131-70 to be achieved at their
child's grade level or, in high school, a copy of the syllabus
for each of their child's courses, and a copy of the school
division promotion, retention, and remediation policies;
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2. The Standards of Learning applicable to the child's
grade or course requirements and the approximate date and
potential impact of the child's next SOL testing; and

3. An annual notice to students in all grade levels of all
requirements for Standard Diploma and Advanced Studies
Diploma, and the board's policies on promotion and
retention as outlined in 8VAC20-131-30.

The division superintendent shall report to the department
compliance with this subsection through the preaccreditation
eligibility procedures in 8VAC20-131-290.

Part VIII
School Accreditation

8VAC20-131-280. Expectations for school accountability.

A. Schools will be accredited annually based on compliance
with  preaccreditation  eligibility  requirements  and
achievement of the school accountability requirements of
8VAC20-131-300 C.

B. Each school shall be accredited based, primarily, on
achievement of the criteria established in 8VAC20-131-30
and in 8VAC20-131-50 as specified below:

1. The percentage of students passing the Virginia
assessment program tests in the four core academic areas
administered in the school with the accreditation rating
calculated on a trailing three-year average that includes the
current year scores and the scores from the two most recent
years in each applicable academic area, or on the current
year's scores, whichever is higher.

2. The percentage of students graduating from or
completing high school based on a graduation and
completion index prescribed by the Board of Education.
The accreditation rating of any school with a twelfth grade
shall be determined based on achievement of required SOL
pass rates and percentage points on the board's graduation
and completion index. School accreditation shall be
determined by the school's current year index points or a
trailing three-year average of index points that includes the
current year and the two most recent years, whichever is
higher. The Board of Education's graduation and
completion index shall include weighted points for
diploma graduates (100 points), GEB recipients of high
school equivalency credentials approved by the board (75
points), students not graduating but still in school (70
points), and students earning certificates of program
completion (25 points).

The graduation and completion index calculation for a
school shall be increased by three points for each student
who obtains both a diploma and an industry certification,
industry pathway certification, a state licensure, or an
occupational competency credential in a career and
technical education program, when such certification,
licensure, or credential is approved by the Board of
Education as student-selected verified credit; however, the

additional three points shall not be used to obtain a higher
accreditation rating.

The Board of Education's graduation and completion index
shall account for all students in the graduating class's
ninth-grade cohort, plus students transferring in, minus
students transferring out and, deceased students, and
students who fail to graduate because they are in the
custody of the Department of Corrections, the Department
of Juvenile Justice, or local law enforcement. Those
students who are not included in one of the preceding
categories will also be included in the index.

For the purposes of the Standards of Accreditation, the
Board of Education shall use a graduation rate formula that
excludes any student who fails to graduate because such
student is in the custody of the Department of Corrections,
the Department of Juvenile Justice, or local law
enforcement.

3. The number of students who successfully complete a
remediation recovery program.

4. Schools, with grade configurations that do not house a
grade or offer courses for which SOL tests or additional
tests approved by the Board of Education as outlined in
8VAC20-131-110 are administered, will be paired with
another school in the division housing one or more of the
grades in which SOL tests are administered. The pairing of
such schools will be made upon the recommendation of the
local superintendent. The schools should have a "feeder"
relationship and the grades should be contiguous.

C. Subject to the provisions of 8VAC20-131-350, the
governing school board of special purpose schools such as
those provided for in §22.1-26 of the Code of Virginia,
Governor's schools, special education schools, alternative
schools, or career and technical schools that serve as the
student's school of principal enrollment may seek approval of
an alternative accreditation plan from the Board of Education.
Schools offering alternative education programs and schools
with a graduation cohort of 50 or fewer students as defined by
the graduation rate formula adopted by the board may request
that the board approve an alternative accreditation plan to
meet the graduation and completion index benchmark.
Special purpose schools with alternative accreditation plans
shall be evaluated on standards appropriate to the programs
offered in the school and approved by the board prior to
August 1 of the school year for which approval is requested.
Any student graduating from a special purpose school with a
Standard Diploma or an Advanced Studies Diploma must
meet the requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50.

In addition, pursuant to §22.1-253.13:3 of the Code of
Virginia, any school board, on behalf of one or more of its
schools, may request the Board of Education for approval of
an Individual School Accreditation Plan for the evaluation of
the performance of one or more of its schools as authorized
for special purpose schools.
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D. When calculating the passing rates on Virginia
assessment program tests for the purpose of school
accreditation, the following tolerances for limited English
proficient (LEP) and transfer students will apply:

1. The scores of LEP students enrolled in Virginia public
schools fewer than 11 semesters may be removed from the
calculation used for the purpose of school accreditation
required by 8VAC20-131-280 B and 8VAC20-131-300 C.
Completion of a semester shall be based on school
membership days. Membership days are defined as the
days the student is officially enrolled in a Virginia public
school, regardless of days absent or present. For a semester
to count as a completed semester, a student must have been
in membership for a majority of the membership days of
the semester. These semesters need not be consecutive.

2. In accordance with the provisions of 8VAC20-131-30,
all students who transfer into Virginia public schools are
expected to take and pass all applicable SOL tests in the
content areas in which they receive instruction.

3. All students who transfer within a school division shall
have their scores counted in the calculation of the school's
accreditation rating. Students who transfer into a Virginia
school from home instruction, or from another Virginia
school division, another state, or another country, in grades
kindergarten through 8 shall be expected to take all
applicable SOL tests or additional tests approved by the
board as outlined in 8VAC20-131-110. If the transfer takes
place after the 20th instructional day following the opening
of school, the scores on these tests may be used in
calculating school accreditation ratings.

4. Students who transfer into a Virginia middle or high
school from home instruction, or from another state or
country, and enroll in a course for which there is an end-of-
course SOL test, shall be expected to take the test or
additional tests for that course approved by the board as
outlined in 8VAC20-131-110. If the transfer takes place
after 20 instructional hours per course have elapsed
following the opening of school or beginning of the
semester, if applicable, the scores on those tests may be
used in calculating school accreditation ratings in the year
the transfer occurs.

5. Students who enroll on the first day of school and
subsequently transfer to a school outside of the division for
a total amount of instructional time equal to or exceeding
50% of a current school year or semester, whether the
transfer was a singular or multiple occurrence, and return
during the same school year shall be expected to take any
applicable SOL test. The scores of those tests may be used
in calculating the school accreditation rating in the year in
which the transfers occur.

E. The Board of Education may adopt special provisions
related to the administration and use of any Virginia
assessment program test in a content area. The Board of
Education may adopt special provisions related to the

administration and use of the graduation and completion
index, as prescribed by the board. The Board of Education
may also alter the inclusions and exclusions from the
accreditation calculations by providing adequate notice to
local school boards. The board may add new tests or
discontinue the use of existing tests in the Virginia
Assessment Program by providing adequate notice to local
school boards.

F. As a prerequisite to the awarding of an accreditation
rating as defined in 8VAC20-131-300, each new or existing
school shall document, in a manner prescribed by the board,
the following: (i) the division's promotion/retention policies
developed in accordance with the requirements of 8VAC20-
131-30, (ii) compliance with the requirements to offer courses
that will allow students to complete the graduation
requirements in 8VAC20-131-50, (iii) the ability to offer the
instructional program prescribed in 8VAC20-131-70 through
8VAC20-131-100, (iv) the leadership and staffing
requirements of 8VAC20-131-210 through 8VAC20-131-
240, and (v) the facilities and safety provisions of 8VAC20-
131-260. The division superintendent shall report to the
department compliance with this subsection through the
preaccreditation eligibility procedures in 8VAC20-131-290.
8VAC20-131-300. Application of the standards.

A. Scheols Effective no later than the academic year 2016-
2017, schools that meet the preaccreditation eligibility
requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-280 F shall be
assigned one of the following ratings as described in this
section:

1. Fully Accredited;

Z-Accreditod with-WarningH F(Spee”.'e.d acadermic a|IeIaFe|

. letion index):
2. Conditionally Accredited: New School

3. Partially Accredited according to criteria in one or more
of the following categories:

a. Approaching Benchmark-within specified margins
(1) Graduation and Completion Index

(2) Pass Rate

b. Improving School-meets criteria for improvement over
previous year or for student growth

(1) Graduation and Completion Index

(2) Pass Rate

c. Warned School

(1) Graduation and Completion Index

(2) Pass Rate

d. Reconstituted School
3- 4. Accreditation Denied;
4—Conditionally-Accredited:

. isionall i uati '
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B. Compliance with the student academic achievement
expectations shall be documented to the board directly
through the reporting of the results of student performance on
SOL tests and other alternative means of assessing student
academic achievement as outlined in 8VAC20-131-110. To
facilitate accurate reporting of the graduation and completion
index, the State Testing Identifier (STI) for students who
transfer into a Virginia public school from another Virginia
public school shall be retained by the receiving school.
Compliance with other provisions of these regulations will be
documented in accordance with procedures prescribed by the
Board of Education.

C. Accreditation ratings defined. Accreditation ratings
awarded in an academic year are based upon Virginia
assessment program scores from the academic year
immediately prior to the year to which the accreditation rating
applies and on graduation and completion indexes (for
schools with twelfth grade) established for the current year.
Acereditation Effective no later than the academic year 2016-
2017, accreditation ratings are defined as follows:

1. Fully aceredited Accredited.

—a a. A school will be
rated Fully Accredited when its eligible students meet the
pass rate of 75% in English and the pass rate of 70% in
mathematics, science, and history and social science.
Additionally, each school with a graduating class shall
achieve a minimum of 85 percentage points on the Board
of Education's graduation and completion index, as
described in 8VAC20-131-280 B 2, to be rated Fully
Accredited.

¢ b. For accreditation purposes, the pass rate will be
calculated as single rates for each of the four core
academic areas by combining all scores of all tests
administered in each subject area.

2/ \coredited -with-Way ﬁ' g-tin-specific aeaelel I|Ie£ areas
g|as|uat.|el and—completio E'I dex) .F’.‘ 56 |g|g| witl—be

itod_wi i :
consecutiveyears.

2. Conditionally Accredited: New School. New schools
that are comprised of students from one or more existing
schools in the division will be awarded a Conditionally
Accredited: New School status for one year pending an
evaluation of the school's eligible students' performance on
SOL tests or additional tests approved by the Board of
Education to be rated Fully Accredited.

3. Partially Accredited. A school which meets criteria as
prescribed by the Board of Education will be designated as
Partially Accredited according to the specific categories
shown below.

a. Approaching Benchmark (within specified margins):

(1) Graduation and Completion Index. Based on
components of the graduation and completion index as
described in 8VAC20-131-280 B 2, a school will be rated
as_Partially Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-
Graduation _and Completion Index when its eligible
students meet pass rates required for full accreditation
and its graduation and completion index is within a
narrow margin of the minimum threshold as prescribed
by the board. A school may remain in the Partially
Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-Graduation and
Completion Index status for no more than three
consecutive years, unless an extension is granted based
on criteria established by the board.

(2) Pass Rate. Based on tests administered in the previous
academic vyear, a school will be rated as Partially
Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-Pass Rate if the
school does not meet the requirements for full
accreditation in all of the four core academic subject
areas but the pass rate in each subject area either (i)
meets the pass rate required for full accreditation or (ii) is
within a narrow margin of the pass rate required for full
accreditation, as defined by the board. A school may
remain __in_the Partially Accredited: Approaching
Benchmark-Pass Rate status for no more than three
consecutive years, unless an extension is granted based
on criteria established by the board.

b. Improving School (meets criteria for improvement or
student growth, or both, over previous year):

(1) Graduation and Completion Index. Based on
components of the graduation and completion index as
described in 8VAC20-131-280 B 2, a school will be rated
as_Partially Accredited: Improving School-Graduation
and Completion Index when its eligible students meet
pass rates required for full accreditation, but its
graduation and completion index is not within the
established narrow margin of the minimum threshold
prescribed by the board; however it has achieved
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sufficient improvement in its graduation and completion
index from the previous year, as prescribed by the board.
A school may remain in the Partially Accredited:
Improving School-Graduation and Completion Index

3: 4. Accreditation Denied. Based on a school's academic
performance andforachievement-of the minimum-threshold
or performance for the graduation and completion index, or
both, a school shall be rated Accreditation Denied if it fails

status for no more than three consecutive years, unless an
extension is granted based on criteria established by the
board.

(2) Pass Rate. Based on tests administered in the previous
academic vyear, a school will be rated as Partially
Accredited: Improving School-Pass Rate if the school
does not meet the requirements for full accreditation or
for Partially Accredited: Approaching Benchmark-Pass
Rate, but in each of the four core academic subject areas,
one of the following criteria is met: (i) the pass rate
meets the benchmark required for full accreditation; (ii)
the pass rate is within a narrow margin of the benchmark
required for full accreditation, as defined by the board;
(iii) the school has demonstrated sufficient improvement
in its pass rate from the previous year as defined by the
board; or (iv) the school has demonstrated sufficient
student growth, as defined by the board. A school may
remain _in the Partially Accredited: Improving School-
Pass Rate status for no more than three consecutive
years, unless an extension is granted based on criteria
established by the board.

c. Warned School:

(1) Graduation and Completion Index. A school will be
designated as Partially Accredited: Warned School-
Graduation _and Completion Index if it has failed to
achieve  Fully  Accredited, Partially Accredited:
Approaching Benchmark-Graduation and Completion
Index, or Partially Accredited: Improving School-
Graduation and Completion Index status. Such a school
may remain in the Partially Accredited: Warned School-
Graduation and Completion Index status for no more
than three consecutive years.

(2) Pass Rate. A school will be designated as Partially
Accredited: Warned School-Pass Rate if it has failed to
achieve  Fully  Accredited, Partially Accredited:
Approaching Benchmark-Pass Rate, or Partially
Accredited: Improving School-Pass Rate status. Such a
school may remain in the Partially Accredited: Warned
School-Pass Rate status for no more than three

to meet the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited or
Provisionally—Accredited-Graduation—Rate;  Partially
Accredited for the preceding three consecutive years or for
three consecutive years anytime thereafter.

In any school division in which one-third or more of the
schools have been rated Accreditation Denied, the
superintendent shall be evaluated by the local school board
with a copy of such evaluation submitted to the Board of
Education no later than December 1 of each year in which
such condition exists. In addition, the Board of Education
may take action against the local school board as permitted
by the Standards of Quality due to the failure of the local
board to maintain accredited schools.

consecutive years. Provisionally-Aceredited-Ratings

d. Reconstituted School. A Partially Accredited: Academic Year Accreditation Index Percentage
Reconstituted School rating may be awarded to a school Year Points
that is being reconstituted in accordance with the

provisions of 8VAC20-131-340 upon approval by the 2010-2011 20112012 80
Board of_ Education. A school awarded this rating under 2011-2012 20122013 a1
those circumstances will revert to a status of

Accreditation Denied if it fails to meet the requirements 2012-2013 2013-2014 82
to be rated Fully Accredited by the end of the agreed

upon term or if it fails to have its annual application for 2043-2014 2044-2015 83
such rating renewed. 2014-2015 2015-2016 84
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Fhe-last-year i “‘.I |e.I this 'Ef“ 1g-shatl-be-awa de_d_ ts-the

2. 015-2016-accreditatio yeat b'aseel on-tests-administered
8VAC20-131-310. Action requirements for schools that
are Accredited-with-Warning-or-Provisionally-Accredited-
Graduation—Rate designated Partially Accredited in the
following categories: (i) Improving School-Pass Rate; (ii)
Improving School-Graduation _and Completion Index;
and (iii) Warned School.

A. With such funds as are appropriated by the General

Assembly, the Department of Education shall develop a
school academic review process and monitoring plan
designed to assist schools rated as-Accredited-with-\Warning
Partially Accredited in the following categories: (i) Improving
School-Pass Rate; (ii) Improving School-Graduation and
Completion Index; and (iii) Warned School. All procedures
and operations for the academic review process shall be
approved and adopted by the board.

Schools rated Acecredited—with—\Warning—or—Provisionally
Accredited-Graduation—Rate  Partially Accredited in the

following categories: (i) Improving School-Pass Rate; (ii)
Improving School-Graduation and Completion Index; and
(iii) Warned School must undergo an academic review in
accordance with guidelines adopted by the board and prepare
a school improvement plan as required by subsection F of this
section.

B. Any school that is rated Acecredited—with—\Marning

Partially Accredited: Warned School-Pass Rate because of
pass rates in English or mathematics shall adopt a research-
based instructional intervention that has a proven track record
of success at raising student achievement in those areas as
appropriate.

C. The superintendent and principal shall certify in writing
to the Board of Education that such an intervention has been
adopted and implemented.

D. The board shall publish a list of recommended
instructional interventions, which may be amended from time
to time.

E. Adoption of instructional interventions referenced in
subsections B and D of this section shall be funded by
eligible local, state, and federal funds.

F. A three-year School Improvement Plan must be
developed and implemented, based on the results of an
academlc review of each school that i is rated AeeFeeIﬁed—m%h

Partially Accredited in the following categories: (i) Improving
School-Pass Rate; (ii) Improving School-Graduation and
Completion Index; and (iii) Warned School, upon receipt of
notification of the awarding of this rating and receipt of the
results of the academic review. The plan:

1. Shall be developed with the assistance of parents and
teachers and made available to the public;

2. Must include the components outlined in subsection G
of this section; and

3. Must be approved by the division superintendent and the
local school board and be designed to assist the school in
meeting the student achievement standard to be Fully
Accredited as outlined in 8VAC20-131-300.

G. The improvement plan shall include the following:

1. A description of how the school will meet the
requirements to be Fully Accredited, for each of the years
covered by the plan;

2. Specific measures for achieving and documenting
student academic improvement;

3. A description of the amount of time in the school day
devoted to instruction in the core academic areas;

4. Instructional practices designed to remediate students
who have not been successful on SOL tests;

5. Intervention strategies designed to prevent further
declines in student performance and graduation rates;

6. Staff development needed;

7. Strategies to involve and assist parents in raising their
child's academic performance;

8. The need for flexibility or waivers to state or local
regulations to meet the objectives of the plan; and

9. A description of the manner in which local, state, and
federal funds are used to support the implementation of the
components of this plan.

As part of its approval of the school improvement plan, the
board may grant a local school board a waiver from the
requirements of any regulations promulgated by the board
when such a waiver is available.

H. The school improvement plan and related annual reports
submitted to the board shall provide documentation of the
continuous efforts of the school to achieve the requirements
to become rated Fully Accredited. The board shall adopt and
approve all policies and formats for the submission of annual
reports under this section. The reports shall be due no later
than October 1 of the school year.

8VAC20-131-315. Action requirements for schools that
are denied accreditation.

A. Any school rated Accreditation Denied in accordance

with 8VAC20-131-300 shall be subject to actions prescribed
by the Board of Education and shall provide parents of
enrolled students and other interested parties with the
following:

1. Written notice of the school's accreditation rating within
30 calendar days of the notification of the rating from the
Department of Education;

2. A copy of the school division's proposed corrective
action plan, including a timeline for implementation, to
improve the school's accreditation rating; and
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3. An opportunity to comment on the division's proposed
corrective action plan. Such public comment shall be
received and considered by the school division prior to
finalizing the school's corrective action plan and a Board of
Education memorandum of understanding with the local
school board.

B. Any school rated Accreditation Denied in accordance
with 8VAC20-131-300 shall be subject to actions prescribed
by the Board of Education and affirmed through a
memorandum of understanding between the Board of
Education and the local school board. The local school board
shall submit a corrective action plan to the Board of
Education for its consideration in prescribing actions in the
memorandum of understanding within 45 days of the
notification of the rating. The memorandum of understanding
shall be entered into no later than November 1 of the
academic year in which the rating is awarded.

The local board shall submit status reports detailing
implementation of actions prescribed by the memorandum of
understanding to the Board of Education. The status reports
shall be signed by the school principal, division
superintendent, and the chair of the local school board. The
school principal, division superintendent, and the chair of the
local school board may be required to appear before the
Board of Education to present status reports.

The memorandum of understanding may also include but
not be limited to:

1. Undergoing an educational service delivery and
management review. The Board of Education shall
prescribe the content of such review and approve the
reviewing authority retained by the school division.

2. Employing a turnaround specialist credentialed by the
state to address those conditions at the school that may
impede educational progress and effectiveness and
academic success.

C. As an alternative to the memorandum of understanding
outlined in subsection B of this section, a local school board
may choose to reconstitute a school rated Accreditation
Denied and apply to the Board of Education for a rating of
Conditionalhy-Aceredited Partially Accredited: Reconstituted
School. The application shall outline specific responses that
address all areas of deficiency that resulted in the
Accreditation Denied rating and may include any of the
provisions of subsection B of this section.

If a local school board chooses to reconstitute a school, it
may annually apply for an accreditation rating of

Conditionally-Aceredited Partially Accredited: Reconstituted
School as provided for in 8VAC20-131-300 C 5 3 d. The

Conditionally-Aceredited Partially Accredited: Reconstituted
School rating may be granted for a period not to exceed three
years if the school is making progress toward a rating of Fully
Accredited in accordance with the terms of the Board of
Education's approval of the reconstitution application. The
school will revert to a status of Accreditation Denied if it fails

to meet the requirements to be rated Fully Accredited by the
end of the three-year term or if it fails to have its annual
application for such rating renewed.

D. The local school board may choose to close a school
rated Accreditation Denied or to combine such school with a
higher performing school in the division.

E. A local school board that has any school with the status
of Accreditation Denied shall annually report each school's
progress toward meeting the requirements to be rated Fully
Accredited to the Board of Education. The local board shall
submit such report in a manner prescribed by the Board of
Education no later than October 1 of each year. Such reports
on each school's progress shall be included in the Board of
Education's annual report on the condition and needs of
public education to the Governor and the General Assembly
submitted on November 15 of each year.

8VAC?20-131-360. Effective date.

A. The provisions in 8VAC20-131-30 B relating to double
testing and the provisions in 8VAC20-131-60 C relating to
Virtual Virginia shall become effective July 31, 2009.

B. Graduation requirements prescribed in 8VAC20-131-50
B and C for the Standard Diploma and the Advanced Studies
Diploma shall become effective with the ninth-grade class of
2013-2014.

C. Schools with a graduating class shall meet prescribed
thresholds on a graduation and completion rate index as
prescribed in 8VAC20-131-280 and 8VAC20-131-300 for
accreditation ratings earned in 2010-2011 and awarded in
2011-2012.

D. Accreditation ratings prescribed in 8VAC20-131-300 C 1
a shall become effective with tests administered in 2010-2011
and 2011-2012 for ratings awarded in 2011-2012 and 2012-
2013.

E. Accreditation ratings prescribed in 8VAC20-121-300 C 1
¢ shall become effective with tests administered in 2012-2013
for ratings awarded in 2013-2014 and beyond.

F. The Academic and Career Plan prescribed in 8VAC20-
131-140 shall become effective in 2013-2014.

G. Unless otherwise specified, the remainder of these
regulations shall be effective beginning with the 2011-2012
academic year.

H. The revision of the graduation rate formula, for purposes
of the Standards of Accreditation, as described in 8VAC20-
131-280 is effective as of July 1, 2016.

VAR. Doc. No. R15-4464; Filed August 3, 2015, 12:10 p.m.

Proposed Regulation

Titles of Requlations: 8VAC20-542. Regulations Governing
the Review and Approval of Education Programs in
Virginia (repealing 8VAC20-542-10 through 8VAC20-
542-600).
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8VAC20-543. Regulations Governing the Review and
Approval of Education Programs in Virginia (adding
8VAC20-543-10 through 8VAC20-543-640).

Statutory Authority: 88 22.1-16 and 22.1-298.2 of the Code
of Virginia.
Public Hearing Information:

October 22, 2015 - 11 a.m. - James Monroe Building,
101 North 14th Street, 22nd Floor, Conference Room,
Richmond, VA 23219. The public hearing will begin
immediately following adjournment of the Board of
Education business meeting.

Public Comment Deadline: October 31, 2015.

Agency Contact: Patty S. Pitts, Assistant Superintendent for
Teacher Education and Licensure, Department of Education,
P.O. Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218, telephone (804) 371-
2522, or email patty.pitts@doe.virginia.gov.

Basis: The bases for the regulation are the following:

Section 4 of Article VIII of the Constitution of Virginia,
which provides that the general supervision of the public
school system shall be vested in a Board of Education.

Section 22.1-16 of the Code of Virginia, which authorizes the
board to promulgate such regulations as may be necessary to
carry out its powers and duties.

Section 22.1-298.2 of the Code of Virginia, which states that
education preparation programs shall meet the requirements
for accreditation and program approval as prescribed by the
Board of Education in its regulations.

Section 22.1-305.2 of the Code of Virginia regarding the
Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure.

Purpose: The proposed regulatory action is essential to
protect the health, safety, or welfare of citizens as the
regulations set forth the requirements for college and
university programs that prepare instructional personnel to be
accredited and approved. The completion of an approved
program prepares an individual to be licensed by the Virginia
Board of Education.

Section 22.1-298.2 of the Code of Virginia, states, in part, the
following: "Education preparation programs shall meet the
requirements for accreditation and program approval as
prescribed by the Board of Education in its regulations."

On September 21, 2007, Regulations Governing the Review
and Approval of Education Programs in Virginia,
promulgated by the Board of Education, became effective.
One additional amendment became effective on January 19,
2011, in response to a requirement of the 2010 Virginia
General Assembly to include local government and civics
instruction specific to Virginia in certain preparation
programs.

A comprehensive review of the Regulations Governing the

Review and Approval of Education Programs in Virginia was
conducted, and the regulations in their entirety were

examined. The proposed action is to repeal the existing
chapter and promulgate a new chapter.

Substance: The proposed new regulations are outlined in
detail under the Detail of Changes section in the Proposed
Regulation Agency Background Document on the Virginia
Regulatory Town Hall. Substantive elements of the proposed
new regulations focus on revision of selected definitions to
conform with changes in the proposed new regulations;
modifications in administration of the proposed new
regulations, including national accreditation for all approved
Virginia professional education programs and increased rigor
in biennial measures of accountability; addition of new
education program endorsement areas in mathematics,
engineering, and special education and increased rigor in
professional studies requirements for selected education
program endorsement areas.

Issues: The primary advantage to the public and the
Commonwealth is to ensure that programs preparing
instructional personnel are reviewed according to Board of
Education standards. Institutions of higher education are
accountable to meet statutory and regulatory requirements to
continue to offer approved preparation programs. In addition,
an amendment will require all professional education
programs in Virginia to be accredited by the Council for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP), thereby,
requiring national accreditation and Board of Education
approval. An issue for institutions of higher education is the
cost associated with obtaining and maintaining national
accreditation.

Department of Planning and Budget's Econonic
Analysis:

Summary of the Proposed Amendments to Regulation. The
Board of Education (Board) proposes to repeal the current
regulation (8VAC20-542) and replace it with a new
regulation (8VAC20-543). In doing so, the Board proposes
numerous amendments to the rules including:

* Revising definitions for accredited program, biennial
accountability measures, biennial report, field experiences,
professional education program, and regional accrediting
agency.

* Adding definitions for Annual Report Card, education
endorsement program, program completers, and program
non-completers.

« Eliminating definitions for candidates completing a
program, candidates exiting a program, distance learning,
education program, exceptionalities, full-time faculty, general
education, governance, part-time faculty, pedagogical studies,
professional education faculty, scholarly activities, and school
faculty.*

» Removing the professional studies coursework cap.

* Allowing professional studies coursework and methodology
to include field experiences to be designated for completion
within a baccalaureate degree program.”

Impact
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» Requiring education programs to ensure that candidates
complete training or certification in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators.?

» Eliminating the option for the Board to approve the
professional education process and require all professional
education programs to be accredited by a national
organization.*

* Revising the biennial standards for candidate progress and
performance on Board licensure assessments.

» Modifying the student teaching requirements to stipulate
continuous, systematic supervised clinical experiences
comprised of early field experiences with a minimum of ten
weeks of full-time student teaching under the supervision of a
cooperating teacher with demonstrated effectiveness in the
classroom, as indicated by a proficient or exemplary
evaluation rating.

«-Expanding indicators for evidence of employer job
satisfaction with candidates completing the program to
require documentation to address teacher performance,
including student academic progress.

» Mandating that ratings for education endorsement programs
include national accreditation of professional education
programs as a prerequisite to education endorsement program
approval and a description of education endorsement program
candidates biennial passing rates, reported by percentages.

» Expanding the approved with stipulations rating to more
clearly define consequences for education endorsement
programs that fall below the 80 percent biennial passing rate
for program completers and non-completers.

» Amending the approval denied rating to more clearly define
how this standard is applied.

» Requiring accredited professional education programs to
submit a new Annual Report Card that includes yearly data
on the preparation of professional school personnel.

» Amending the competencies language for all educational
endorsement programs to include general and specific
competencies and requirements for education endorsement
programs.

» Deleting language describing education program
endorsements in career and technical education-industrial
cooperative training (ICT) and special education-speech-
language disorders preK-12.°

» Adding education program endorsements in engineering;
special education-general curriculum K-6, middle grades 6-8,
and secondary education grades 6-12; and mathematics
specialist for middle education.

Result of Analysis. The benefits likely exceed the costs for
some changes. For other amendments, whether the benefits
exceed the costs depend on the policy views of the observer.

Estimated Economic Impact.

1. First Aid, CPR, and AED Training: The legislatively
mandated proposal to specify that education programs ensure
that candidates complete training or certification in
emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the
use of automated external defibrillators will introduce
significant benefits and costs. Having all (or nearly all)
teachers educated in the Commonwealth trained in emergency
first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of
automated external defibrillators will increase the likelihood
that someone with potentially lifesaving skills will be on hand
during medical emergencies in the classroom. To the extent
that the future teachers absorb and retain the knowledge they
gain in this training, the long-run benefits may be quite
significant.

For onsite training in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators,
the American Red Cross charges $250 plus $72 per student if
there are at least 20 students. So for example, an education
program with 50 students the fees would total $3,850.° If
done all in person, the Red Cross training would take 5.5
hours. Alternatively, the students could do 2 hours of online
training ahead of time. In that case the in-person training
would last 1.5 hours. The fees would be the same in either
case, but the amount of time that potentially could have been
used for other subjects differs.

2. Education Program Accreditation: Under the current
regulations, Professional education programs in Virginia shall
obtain and maintain national accreditation from the National
Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
and the Teacher Education Accreditation Council (TEAC), or
a process approved by the Board of Education. Of the 37
Virginia colleges with professional education programs, 28
have national accreditation and 9 have accreditation via the
Board-approved process. The proposal to eliminate the option
for the Board to approve the professional education process
and require all professional education programs to be
accredited by a national organization will increase costs for
the 9 colleges whose professional education programs are not
yet nationally accredited.

On July 1, 2013, the NCATE and TEAC merged, creating the
Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation
(CAEP), the new sole national accreditor for educator
preparation.” The CAEP accreditation visit fee ranges from
$5,250 to $14,000, depending on the size of the required visit
team. The annual CAEP fee is based upon the number of
program completers in the professional education program.
The following table displays the CAEP annual fee range:

2014-2015 CAEP EPP Fees
(July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015)

Completers Annual Fees
1-50 $2,320
51-150 $2,575
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151 - 300 $2,935
301 - 500 $3,400
501 - 1000 $4,480

1000+ $5,200

Since 28 out of the 37 Virginia colleges with professional
education programs have already opted to have national
accreditation, it appears that there is significant benefit
associated with having national accreditation. Thus taking
into account this benefit, the net cost to the 9 colleges whose
professional education programs are not yet nationally
accredited will likely be significantly less than just
considering their additional financial cost. The proposal to
eliminate the option for the Board to approve the professional
education process and require all professional education
programs to be accredited by a national organization also
enables the Virginia Department of Education to reallocate
staff resources to be used in other productive ways. This
produces an additional benefit.

Businesses and Entities Affected. The proposed amendments
affect the 37 colleges and universities in Virginia that have
education programs, the 132 public school divisions in the
Commonwealth, current and future teachers, and businesses
or organizations that provide training in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators.

Localities Particularly Affected. The proposed amendments
do not disproportionately affect particular localities.

Projected Impact on Employment. The requirement that
education programs ensure that candidates complete training
or certification in emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary
resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators
will increase demand for these services from businesses and
organizations that provide such training. The increase in
demand may be enough to create additional jobs.

Effects on the Use and Value of Private Property. The
requirement that education programs ensure that candidates
complete training or certification in emergency first aid,
cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the use of automated
external defibrillators will likely increase business for firms
that provide such training.

Small Businesses: Costs and Other Effects. The proposed
amendments are unlikely to significantly affect costs for
small businesses. The requirement that education programs
ensure that candidates complete training or certification in
emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary resuscitation, and the
use of automated external defibrillators will increase demand
for small firms that provide such training.

Small Businesses: Alternative Method that Minimizes

Adverse Impact. The proposed amendments will not
adversely affect small businesses.

Real Estate Development Costs. The proposed amendments
are unlikely to significantly affect real estate development
costs.

Legal Mandate. General: The Department of Planning and
Budget (DPB) has analyzed the economic impact of this
proposed regulation in accordance with § 2.2-4007.04 of the
Code of Virginia and Executive Order Number 14 (2010).
Section 2.2-4007.04 requires that such economic impact
analyses determine the public benefits and costs of the
proposed amendments. Further the report should include but
not be limited to:

* the projected number of businesses or other entities to
whom the proposed regulatory action would apply,

* the identity of any localities and types of businesses or other
entities particularly affected,

» the projected number of persons and employment positions
to be affected,

 the projected costs to affected businesses or entities to
implement or comply with the regulation, and

« the impact on the use and value of private property.

Small Businesses: If the proposed regulatory action will have
an adverse effect on small businesses, § 2.2-4007.04 requires
that such economic impact analyses include:

e an identification and estimate of the number of small
businesses subject to the proposed regulation,

ethe projected reporting, recordkeeping, and other
administrative costs required for small businesses to comply
with the proposed regulation, including the type of
professional skills necessary for preparing required reports
and other documents,

* a statement of the probable effect of the proposed regulation
on affected small businesses, and

« a description of any less intrusive or less costly alternative
methods of achieving the purpose of the proposed regulation.

Additionally, pursuant to 8 2.2-4007.1, if there is a finding
that a proposed regulation may have an adverse impact on
small business, the Joint Commission on Administrative
Rules is notified at the time the proposed regulation is
submitted to the Virginia Register of Regulations for
publication. This analysis shall represent DPB's best estimate
for the purposes of public review and comment on the
proposed regulation.

'DOE indicated that presently, these definitions primarily refer to terms used
in the Board-approved accreditation process. Since that option for
accreditation is being eliminated, these terms would become obsolete and are
therefore being repealed.

?Field experiences are currently excluded.
®This change was mandated by Chapter 498 of the 2013 Acts of Assembly.

“According to DOE, this change is expected to affect nine institutions of
higher education.

®According to DOE, the ICT program was never used so it was eliminated
from the regulatory text. The change to the special education program
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resulted from a joint effort with the Department of Health Professions (DHP)
to eliminate confusion as to whether these individuals should be licensed by
DHP or DOE. Chapter 781 of the 2014 Acts of Assembly clarified that DHP
would issue the licenses; therefore DOE is eliminating references to the
program from its regulations.

6$250 + (50 x $72) = $3,850

"Source: Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation website
(http://caepnet.org/about/history/)

Agency Response to Economic Impact Analysis: The agency
concurs with the economic impact analysis completed by the
Department of Planning and Budget. The agency will
continue to examine the economic and administrative impact
of the regulations as they progress through the regulatory
process.

Summary:

The proposed action repeals existing regulations
(8VAC20-542) and adopts new regulations (8VAC20-543)
regarding educational programs that prepare instructional
personnel to be accredited and approved for licensure by
the Board of Education. Substantive elements of the
proposed new regulations focus on (i) revision of selected
definitions to conform with changes in the proposed new
regulations; (ii) modifications in administration of the
proposed new  regulations, including national
accreditation for all approved Virginia professional
education programs and increased rigor in biennial
measures of accountability; (iii) addition of new
educational program endorsement areas in mathematics,
engineering, and special education; and (iv) increased
rigor in professional studies requirements for selected
education program endorsement areas.

CHAPTER 543
REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE REVIEW AND
APPROVAL OF EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN VIRGINIA

Part |
Definitions

8VAC?20-543-10. Definitions.

The following words and terms when used in this chapter
shall have the meanings indicated unless the context implies
otherwise:

"Accreditation” means a process for assessing and
improving academic and educational quality through
voluntary peer review. This process informs the public that an
institution has a professional education program that has met
national standards of educational quality.

"Accredited institution” means an institution of higher
education accredited by a regional accrediting agency
recognized by the United States Department of Education.

"Accredited program" means a Virginia professional
education program accredited by the Council for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP), including
CAEP/National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE) and CAEP/Teacher Education
Accreditation Council (TEAC).

"Annual report card" means the Virginia Department of
Education yearly data report card required of all professional
education programs in Virginia that offer approved programs
for the preparation of school personnel.

"Biennial accountability measures" means those specific
benchmarks set forth in 8VAC20-543-40 to meet the
standards required to obtain or maintain education
endorsement program approval status.

"Biennial accountability measurement report" means the
compliance report submitted to the Virginia Department of
Education every two years by an accredited professional
education program.

"Candidates" means
programs.
"Department” means the Virginia Department of Education.

"Diversity" means the wide range of differences among
groups of people and individuals based on ethnicity, race,
socioeconomic status, gender, exceptionalities, language,
religion, and geographical area.

"Education endorsement program" means a state-approved
course of study, the completion of which signifies that an
enrollee has met all the state's educational and training
requirements for initial licensure in a specified endorsement
area.

"Field experiences" means program components that are (i)

conducted in off-campus settings or on-campus settings
dedicated to the instruction of children who would or could
otherwise be served by school divisions in Virginia or
accredited nonpublic schools and (ii) accredited for this
purpose by external entities such as regional accrediting
agencies. Field experiences include classroom observations,
tutoring, assisting teachers and school administrators, and
supervised clinical experiences (i.e., practica, student
teaching, and internships).

"Indicators" means operational definitions that suggest the
kinds of evidence that professional education programs shall
provide to demonstrate that a standard is met.

"Instructional technology" means the theory and practice of
design, development, utilization, management, and evaluation
of processes and resources for learning and the use of
computers and other technologies.

"Licensing"” means the official recognition by a state
governmental agency that an individual has met state
requirements and is, therefore, approved to practice as a
licensed professional.

"Professional education program™ means the Virginia
institution,  college, school, department _or _ other
administrative _body within a Virginia institution of higher
education, or another Virginia entity, for a defined education
program that is primarily responsible for the preparation of
teachers and other professional school personnel.

individuals enrolled in education
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"Professional studies” means courses and other learning

and the CAEP/Virginia Partnership Agreement. Professional

experiences designed to prepare candidates to demonstrate

education programs shall ensure and document that programs

competence in the areas of human development and learning,

are aligned with standards set forth in 8VAC20-543-40

curriculum and instruction, assessment of and for learning,

through 8VAC20-543-50 and meet competencies outlined in

classroom and behavior management, the teaching profession,

8VAC20-543-60 through 8VAC20-543-640.

reading, and supervised clinical experiences.
"Program _approval” means the process by which a state

C. If a professional education program fails to maintain
accreditation, enrolled candidates shall be permitted to

governmental agency reviews an education program to

complete their programs of study. Professional education

determine if it meets the state's standards for the preparation

programs that fail to maintain accreditation shall not admit

of school personnel.

"Program _completers"” means _individuals who have
successfully completed all coursework, required licensure

new candidates. Candidates shall be notified of the education
endorsement program'’s approval status.

D. Teacher candidates shall complete academic degrees in

assessments, including those prescribed by the Board of

the arts and sciences, or equivalent, except in health, physical,

Education, and supervised student teaching or required

and career and technical education. Candidates in

internship.

"Program noncompleters" means individuals who have been
officially admitted into an education program and who have
taken, regardless of whether the individuals passed or failed,
required licensure assessments and who exit the program
prior to completion. Program noncompleters shall have been
officially released in writing from an education endorsement

early/primary education preK-3, elementary education (preK-
6), middle education (6-8), and special education programs
may complete a major in interdisciplinary studies or its
equivalent. Candidates seeking a secondary endorsement area
must _have earned a major, or the equivalent, in the area
sought.

E. Professional studies coursework and methodology,

program by an authorized administrator of the program.

including field experiences, required in this chapter shall be

Program noncompleters who did not take required

designed for completion within a baccalaureate degree

assessments are not included in biennial reporting pass rates.

program.

"Regional accrediting agency” means one of the six

F. Professional education programs shall ensure that

accrediting associations recognized by the United States

candidates demonstrate proficiency in the use of educational

Department of Education as follows: New England

technology for instruction; complete study in child abuse

Association of Schools and Colleges, Middle States

recognition and intervention; and complete training or

Association of Colleges and Schools, North Central

certification in _emergency first aid, cardiopulmonary

Association of Colleges and Schools, Northwest Commission

resuscitation, and the use of automated external defibrillators.

on_Colleges and Universities, Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools, and Western Association of Schools

and Colleges.
"Standards of Learning for Virginia public schools" means

G. Standards and procedures for the review and approval of
each education endorsement program shall adhere to
procedures for administering the chapter as defined in this
section and in 8VAC20-543-40, 8VAC20-543-50, and

the Commonwealth's expectations for student learning and

8VAC20-543-60. These procedures shall result in biennial

achievement in grades K-12 in English, mathematics, science,

recommendations to the Board of Education for one of the

history/social science, technology, fine arts, foreign language,

following three ratings: "approved,” "approved with

health and physical education, and driver education.

Part 11
Accreditation and Administering this Chapter

8VAC20-543-20. Accreditation and administering this
chapter.

A. Institutions of higher education seeking approval of an
education _endorsement program shall be accredited by a
regional accrediting agency.

B. Professional education programs in Virginia shall obtain
and maintain national accreditation from the Council for the
Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP), including
CAEP/National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE) and CAEP/Teacher Education

stipulations," or "approval denied."

H. Education endorsement programs shall be approved
under this chapter biennially based on compliance with the
criteria_described in 8VAC20-543-40, 8VAC20-543-50, and
8VAC20-543-60.

I. The Department of Education will determine the timeline
and procedures for applying for education endorsement
program approval.

J. Education endorsement programs in Virginia shall address
the competencies set forth in this chapter, and the curriculum
for each program must be documented and submitted to the
Department of Education for approval.

K. Professional education programs shall submit to the

Accreditation Council (TEAC). Professional education

Department of Education on behalf of each education

programs_in _Virginia seeking accreditation through CAEP

endorsement _program _under _consideration a _biennial

shall adhere to procedures and timelines established by CAEP

accountability measurement report and an annual report card
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to _include data prescribed by the Board of Education on Part IV
education _endorsement programs _in _accordance with Standards for Biennial Approval of Education Endorsement
department procedures and timelines. Programs

L. The professional education program authorized

8VAC?20-543-40. Standards for biennial approval of

administrator _shall maintain _copies of approved education

education endorsement programs.

endorsement programs and required reports.
M. The Department of Education may conduct onsite visits

Education endorsement programs in _Virginia shall be
approved by the Board of Education and demonstrate

to review education endorsement programs and verify data.

achievement biennially of the accountability measures in this

N. The Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure
(ABTEL) is authorized to review and make recommendations
to the Board of Education on approval of Virginia education
endorsement programs for school personnel. The Board of
Education has final authority on education endorsement
program approval.

O. Modifications may be made by the Superintendent of
Public Instruction in the administration of this chapter.
Proposed modifications shall be made in writing to the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Commonwealth of

Virginia.

Part 111
Application for New Education Endorsement Programs

8VAC?20-543-30.  Application _for _new
endorsement programs.

A. Requests for new education endorsement programs shall
be approved by the Virginia Board of Education.

B. The professional education program shall submit a
request for the new program in a format provided by the
Department of Education that shall address the following
requirements:

1. Rationale for the new education endorsement program,
to include local division or service area demand data and
statements of support from the institution's dean, provost,
president, or designee and Virginia school divisions. A
summary of the stakeholders' involvement in the
development of the education endorsement program must
be included.

2. Capacity of the institution to offer the education
endorsement program.

3. List of the requirements for the education endorsement
program, to include the degree, major, and the curriculum.

4. Matrices demonstrating that the competencies set forth
in_this chapter have been incorporated in the education
endorsement program.

5. Description of structured and integrated field
experiences to include early clinical experiences and a
summative supervised student teaching experience.

6. Description of the partnerships and collaborations based
on preK-12 school needs.

education

section. The institution of higher education must report

evidence of the standards for Board of Education review

biennially.
1. Candidate progress and performance on prescribed
Board of Education licensure assessments. Candidate
passing rates, reported by percentages, shall not fall below
80% biennially for program completers and program
noncompleters. Program completers are individuals who
have successfully completed all coursework, required
licensure assessments, and supervised student teaching or
required internship. Program noncompleters are those
individuals who have been officially admitted into the
education program and who have taken, regardless of
whether the individual passed or failed, required licensure
assessments, and who exit the program prior to completion.
Program noncompleters shall have been officially released
(in writing) from an education endorsement program by an
authorized administrator of the program.

2. Candidate progress and performance on an assessment
of basic skills as prescribed by the Board of Education for
individuals seeking entry into an approved education
endorsement program.

Indicators of the achievement of this standard shall include
the following:

a. Results on Board of Education prescribed entry-level
assessments;

b. Documentation that candidates enrolled in the program
who fail to achieve a minimum score established by the
Board of Education have the opportunity to address
deficiencies; and

c. Documentation of the number of candidates admitted
into the program who did not meet the prescribed
admission assessment and the opportunities provided to
the candidates to address deficiencies.

3. Structured and integrated field experiences to include
early clinical experiences and a summative supervised
student teaching experience.
Indicators of the achievement of this standard shall include
the following:
a. Evidence that candidates receive quality clinically-
based structured and integrated field experiences that
prepare _them to work in diverse educational
environments; and
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b. Evidence that supervised clinical experiences are

continuous and systematic and comprised of early field

experiences with a minimum of 10 weeks of full-time

student teaching under the supervision of a cooperating

teacher with demonstrated effectiveness in the classroom,

as_indicated by a proficient or exemplary evaluation

rating. The supervised student teaching experience shall

include at least 150 clock hours spent in direct teaching
at the level of endorsement.

4. Evidence of opportunities for candidates to participate in
diverse school settings that provide experiences with
populations that include racial, economic, linguistic, and
ethnic diversity throughout the program experiences.

The indicator of the achievement of this standard shall
include evidence that the professional education program
provides opportunities for candidates to have program
experiences in diverse school settings that provide
experiences with populations that include racial, economic,
linguistic, and ethnic diversity within each biennial period.

5. Evidence of contributions to preK-12 student
achievement by candidates completing the program.

Indicators of the achievement of this standard shall include
the following:
a. Evidence to show that candidates know about, create,

a. Documented evidence that the education endorsement
program has established partnerships reflecting
collaboratively designed program descriptions based on
identified needs of the preK-12 community.

b. Documented evidence that the administration and
supervision program collaborates with partnering schools
to identify and select candidates for school leadership
programs who meet local needs, demonstrate both
potential for and interest in school leadership, and meet
the qualifications for admission to advanced programs.

Part V
Application of Standards for Biennial Approval of Education
Endorsement Programs

8VAC?20-543-50. Application of the standards.

A. As a prerequisite to education endorsement program
approval, professional education programs in Virginia shall
have national accreditation. Failure to do so will result in the
education _endorsement program being designated as
"approval denied."

B. The education endorsement program's candidate passing
rates, reported by percentages, shall not fall below 80%
biennially for program completers and  program
noncompleters. Program completers are individuals who have
successfully completed all coursework, required licensure

and use appropriate _and  effective  data-driven

assessments, and supervised student teaching or required

assessments _in _teaching that shall provide dependable

internship. Program noncompleters are those individuals who

information about student achievement;

b. Evidence to document that faculty have made
provisions for evaluating the effects that candidates have
on preK-12 student learning in the context of teaching as
they design unit assessment systems and assessments for
each program; and

c. Evidence that the education program assesses
candidates' mastery of exit criteria _and performance
proficiencies, including the ability to affect student
learning, through the use of multiple sources of data such
as_a culminating experience, portfolios, interviews,
videotaped and observed performance in schools,

have been officially admitted into the education program and
who have taken, regardless of whether the individual passed
or failed, required licensure assessments, and who exit the
program prior to completion. Program noncompleters shall
have been officially released (in writing) from an education
endorsement program by an authorized administrator of the
program.

C. The professional education program's authorized
administrator is responsible to certify documented evidence
that the following standards as set forth in 8VAC20-543-40
have been met by the education endorsement program:

1. The professional education program shall demonstrate

standardized tests, and course grades.

6. Evidence of employer job satisfaction with candidates
completing the program.
Indicators of the achievement of this standard shall
include:
a.  Documentation that the professional education
program has two years of evidence regarding candidate
performance based on employer surveys.
b. Documented evidence of teacher
including student academic progress.
7. Partnerships and collaborations based on preK-12 school
needs.
Indicators of the achievement of this standard shall include
the following:

effectiveness,

candidate progress and performance on an assessment of
basic skills as prescribed by the Board of Education for
individuals seeking entry into an approved education
endorsement program.

2. The professional education program shall provide
structured and integrated field experiences.
3. The professional education program shall provide

evidence of opportunities for candidates to participate in
diverse school settings that provide experiences with
populations that include racial, economic, linguistic, and
ethnic diversity throughout the program experiences.

4. The professional education program shall provide
evidence of contributions to preK-12 student achievement
by candidates completing the program.
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5. The professional education program shall provide
evidence of employer job satisfaction with candidates
completing the program.

6. The professional education program shall develop and
provide evidence of biennial accountability measures for
partnerships and collaborations based on preK-12 school
needs.

D. After submitting to the Department of Education the
information contained in  8VAC20-543-40, education
endorsement programs in Virginia shall receive one of the
following three ratings:

1. Approved. The education endorsement program has met
all standards set forth in 8VAC20-543-40.

2. Approved with stipulations. The education endorsement
program has met standards in subsections A and B of this
section _and is making documented progress toward
meeting standards in subsection C of this section. Biennial
passing rates that fall below the 80% requirement for
program completers and noncompleters shall result in the
education _endorsement program_receiving a _rating of
"approved with stipulations." The passing rate for program
completers and noncompleters must meet the 80% passing
rate requirement by the end of the next biennial period for
the program to be approved; if the 80% pass rate is not
achieved, the program will be denied.

3. Approval denied. Approval may be denied if:

a. The education endorsement program has not met
standards in subsection A of this section;

b. The education endorsement program has met standards
in_subsection A of this section but has not met
requirements in subsection B of this section for two
consecutive biennial reporting periods. The program
shall be denied and the public notified. The program may

2. Education endorsement program status;

3. Number of candidates admitted in _education
endorsement programs;
4. Number of candidates admitted in education

endorsement programs who are in the top guartile of the
college or university population.

5. Number of program completers, including number of
program completers in critical shortage teaching areas;

6. Number of program noncompleters;
7. Biennial accountability data results;

8. Number of candidates admitted into the program for the
reporting year who did not meet the prescribed admission
assessment requirement;
9. Number of program completers for the reporting year
who were admitted without meeting the prescribed
admission assessment requirement;
10. Number of program noncompleters for the reporting
year who were admitted to the program without meeting
the prescribed admission assessment requirement;
11. Satisfaction ratings by school administrators and
clinical experience supervisors on student teachers;
12. Satisfaction ratings by employers of program
completers;
13. Satisfaction ratings of program completers within two
years of employment; and
14. Other data as required by the Board of Education.
Part VI
Competencies for Endorsement Areas
Article 1
General Competencies

8VAC?20-543-80. Competencies and requirements for

resubmit a request for approval at the end of the next

endorsement areas.

biennial period.
Part VI
Professional Education Program Accountability
8VAC20-543-60. Biennial
report.

The accredited professional education program shall report,
every two vyears, in accordance with Virginia Department of
Education procedures, those specific criteria_set forth in
8VAC20-543-40 to meet the standards required to obtain or
maintain education endorsement program approval status.
8VAC20-543-70. Annual report card.

The accredited professional education program shall submit
to the Virginia Department of Education a yearly data report
card on the preparation of professional school personnel. The

accountability measurement

A. The professional education program develops, maintains,
and continuously evaluates high quality education
endorsement programs that are collaboratively designed and
based on identified needs of the preK-12 community.
Candidates _in _education _endorsement programs__shall
demonstrate_competence in the areas in which they plan to
practice and complete professional studies requirements and
applicable assessments, in addition to meeting requirements
for specific licenses, pursuant to the Licensure Regulations
for School Personnel (8VAC20-22). The Licensure
Regulations for School Personnel set forth the required
degrees from regionally accredited colleges or universities for
licenses, endorsements, and prerequisite licenses or
endorsements for add-on endorsements.

B. All education endorsement programs in early/primary

report card shall be published on the department's website.

education preK-3, elementary education preK-6, middle

The information required on the report card shall be approved

education 6-8, and history and social sciences must include

by the Board of Education and will include the following:
1. Institution's accreditation status;

local government and civics instruction specific to Virginia.
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C. Candidates in education endorsement programs
demonstrate an understanding of competencies, including the
core concepts and facts of the disciplines and the Virginia
Standards of Learning, for the content areas in which they
plan to teach where required.

D. Candidates in early/primary education preK-3,
elementary education preK-6, and special education complete
a minimum of six semester hours of reading coursework as
outlined in the reading competencies.

E. Candidates seeking an early/primary education preK-3 or
an elementary education preK-6 endorsement must complete
12-15 semester hours each in English, history and social
sciences, mathematics, and science addressing competencies

to use this understanding in quiding learning experiences
and relating meaningfully to students.

b. The interaction of children with individual differences
- economic, social, racial, ethnic, religious, physical, and
mental - should be incorporated to include skills
contributing to an understanding of developmental
disabilities and developmental issues related but not
limited to low socioeconomic status, attention deficit
disorders, developmental disorders, gifted education,
including the use of multiple criteria to identify gifted
students, substance abuse, child abuse, and family
disruptions.
2. Curriculum and instruction.

set forth in this chapter or complete the following:

1. English: complete six semester hours in English and
pass _a rigorous assessment in__elementary English
prescribed by the Board of Education.

2. History and social sciences: complete six semester hours
in_history and social sciences and pass a rigorous
assessment _in _elementary history and social sciences
prescribed by the Board of Education.

3.  Mathematics: complete six semester _hours in
mathematics, complete a methods of teaching elementary
mathematics course, and pass a rigorous assessment in
elementary mathematics prescribed by the Board of
Education.

4. Science: complete six semester hours in laboratory
sciences in two science disciplines, complete a methods of
teaching elementary science course, and pass a rigorous
assessment in elementary science prescribed by the Board
of Education.

F. Candidates seeking an endorsement in special education-
general curriculum K-12 must have one area of specialization
in _English, history and social sciences, mathematics, or
science with 12-15 semester hours in the specialization area.

G. Candidates seeking a middle education endorsement must
have an area of concentration in English, history and social
sciences, mathematics, or science with 21-24 semester hours
in the concentration area.

Acrticle 2
Early/Primary Education, Elementary Education, and Middle
Education Endorsements
8VAC20-543-90. Professional studies requirements for
early/primary education, elementary education, and
middle education.

Professional _ studies requirements for _early/primary
education, elementary education, and middle education:

1. Human development and learning (birth through
adolescence).
a. Skills in this area shall contribute to an understanding
of the physical, social, emotional, speech and language,
and intellectual development of children and the ability

a. Early/primary education preK-3 or elementary
education preK-6 curriculum and instruction.

(1) Skills in this area shall contribute to an understanding
of the principles of learning; the application of skills in
discipline-specific methodology; effective
communication with and among students; selection and
use of materials, including media and contemporary
technologies; selection, development, and use of
appropriate curricula, methodologies, and materials that
support_and enhance student learning and reflect the
research _on unique, age-appropriate, and culturally
relevant curriculum and pedagogy.

(2) Understanding of the principles of online learning and
online instructional strategies and the application of skills
to deliver online instruction must be included.

(3) Instructional practices that are sensitive to culturally
and linquistically diverse learners, including limited
English proficient students, gifted and talented students,
and students with disabilities, and appropriate for the
level of endorsement (preK-3 or preK-6) sought shall be
included.

(4) Teaching methods shall be tailored to promote
student engagement and student academic progress and
effective preparation for the Standards of Learning
assessments.

(5) Study in (i) methods of improving communication
between schools and families, (ii) communicating with
families regarding social and instructional needs of
children, (iii) ways of increasing family involvement in
student learning at home and in school, (iv) the Virginia
Standards of Learning, and (v) Virginia Foundation
Blocks for Early Learning: Comprehensive Standards for
Four-Year-Olds prepared by the department's Office of
Humanities and Early Childhood shall be included.

(6) Early childhood educators must understand the role of
families in child development and in relation to teaching
educational skills.

(7) Early childhood educators must understand the role of
the informal and play-mediated settings for promoting
students' skills and development and must demonstrate
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knowledge and skill in interacting in such situations to
promote specific learning outcomes as reflected in
Virginia's Foundation Blocks for Early Learning.

(8) Demonstrated proficiency in the use of educational
technology for instruction shall be included. Persons
seeking initial licensure as teachers and persons seeking
licensure renewal as teachers for the first time shall
complete study in child abuse recognition and
intervention in_accordance with curriculum gquidelines
developed by the Virginia Board of Education in
consultation with the Virginia Department of Social
Services that are relevant to the specific teacher licensure
routes.  Pre-student  teaching  experiences  (field
experiences) should be evident within these skills.

b. Middle education 6-8 curriculum and instruction.

(1) Skills in this area shall contribute to an understanding
of the principles of learning; the application of skills in
discipline-specific methodology; effective
communication with and among students, selection and
use of materials, including media and contemporary
technologies; evaluation of pupil performance; and the
relationships among assessment, instruction, and
monitoring  student progress to include student
performance measures in grading practices, the ability to
construct and interpret valid assessments using a variety
of formats in order to measure student attainment of
essential skills in a standards-based environment, and the
ability to analyze assessment data to make decisions
about how to improve instruction and student
performance.

(2) Understanding of the principles of online learning and
online instructional strategies and the application of skills
to deliver online instruction must be included.

(3) Instructional practices that are sensitive to culturally
and linguistically diverse learners including limited
English proficient students, gifted and talented students,
and students with disabilities, and must be appropriate
for the middle education endorsement shall be included.

(4) Teaching methods shall be tailored to promote
student engagement and student academic progress and
effective preparation for the Standards of Learning
assessments.

(5) Study in methods of improving communication
between schools and families, ways of increasing family
involvement in student learning at home and in school,
and the Standards of Learning shall be included.

(6) Demonstrated proficiency in the use of educational
technology for instruction shall be included.

(7) Persons seeking initial licensure as teachers and
persons seeking licensure renewal as teachers for the first
time shall complete study in child abuse recognition and
intervention in accordance with curriculum guidelines
developed by the Virginia Board of Education in

consultation with the Virginia Department of Social
Services that are relevant to the specific teacher licensure
routes.  Pre-student  teaching  experiences  (field
experiences) should be evident within these skills.

3. Classroom and behavior management. Skills in this area
shall contribute to an understanding and application of
research-based classroom and behavior management
technigues, classroom community building, positive
behavior supports, and individual interventions, including
technigues that promote emotional well-being and teach
and maintain behavioral conduct and skills consistent with
norms, standards, and rules of the educational
environment. This area shall address diverse approaches
based upon behavioral, cognitive, affective, social, and
ecological theory and practice. Approaches should support
professionally appropriate practices that promote positive
redirection of behavior, development of social skills, and
self discipline. Knowledge and an understanding of various
school crisis _management and safety plans and the
demonstrated ability to create a safe, orderly classroom
environment must be included. The link between
classroom management and students’ ages must be
understood and demonstrated in technigues used in the
classroom.

4. Assessment of and for learning.

a. Skills in this area shall be designed to develop an
understanding and application of creating, selecting, and
implementing valid and reliable classroom-based
assessments of student learning, including formative and
summative assessments. Assessments designed and
adapted to meet the needs of diverse learners must be
addressed.

b. Analytical skills necessary to inform ongoing planning
and instruction, as well as to understand, and help
students understand their own progress and growth must
be included.

c. Skills also include the ability to understand the
relationships among assessment, instruction, and
monitoring  student progress to include student
performance measures in grading practices; the ability to
interpret valid assessments using a variety of formats in
order to measure student attainment of essential skills in
a standards-based environment; and the ability to analyze
assessment data to make decisions about how to improve
instruction and student performance.

d. Understanding of state assessment programs and
accountability systems, including assessments used for
student achievement goal setting as related to teacher
evaluation and determining student academic progress,
including knowledge of legal and ethical aspects of
assessment.

e. Skills include developing familiarity with assessments
used in preK-12 education (e.g., diagnostic, colle