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BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

Title of Regulation:  18 VAC 125-20-10 et seq.  Regulations Governing the Practice of Psychology (amending 18 VAC 125-20-30, 18 VAC 125-20-120, 18 VAC 125-20-130, and 18 VAC 125-20-160; adding 18 VAC 125-20-121, 18 VAC 125-20-122, and 18 VAC 125-20-123).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 54.1-2400 and 54.1-3606.1 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date:  June 20, 2001.
Summary:

The amendments establish continuing education requirements for the renewal of psychologist licensure.  As required by the statute, the amendments include a requirement of 14 contact hours of continuing education courses each year, for a total of 28 hours for each biennial licensure renewal.  The amendments include a provision for an inactive licensure status to accommodate individuals who are not actively practicing psychology and who may be unable to meet the continuing education requirements.

The board made a change to the proposed regulation by adding a requirement for approved providers to maintain documentation of course titles and objectives for a period of four years and made clarifying changes.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response:  A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact:  Copies of the regulation may be obtained from Evelyn B. Brown, Department of Health Professions, 6606 W. Broad St., 4th Floor, Richmond, VA 23230-1717, telephone (804) 662-9913.

18 VAC 125-20-30. Fees required by the board.

A. The board has established fees for the following:


Applied psychologists
Clinical psychologists
School psychologists

School psychologists-limited

1. Registration of residency (per residency request)


$50


2. Add or change supervisor

$25


3. Application processing and initial licensure

$200

$85

4. Biennial renewal of active license

$225

$100

5. Biennial renewal of inactive license

$115

[ $50 ]

5. 6. Late renewal
$80
$35

6. 7. Verification of license to another jurisdiction

$25

$25

7. 8. Duplicate license
$5
$5

8. 9. Additional or replacement wall certificate


$15


$15

9. 10. Returned check
$25
$25

10. 11. Reinstatement of a lapsed license

$270

$125

11. 12. Reinstatement following revocation or suspension


$500


$500

[ 13. Continuing education provider review fee


$200 ]

[ B.  The fee for review of a continuing education provider seeking board approval shall be $200. ]

[ B. C. ] Fees shall be paid by check or money order made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia and forwarded to the board. All fees are nonrefundable.

[ C. D. ] Examination fees shall be established and made payable as determined by the board.

18 VAC 125‑20‑120.  Biennial renewal of licensure.

Every license issued by the board shall expire on the last day of the licensee's birth month of each even‑numbered year.

1. Every licensee who intends to continue to practice shall, on or before the expiration date of the license, submit to the board a license renewal application on forms supplied by the board and the renewal fee prescribed in 18 VAC 125‑20‑30.

2. Beginning with the 2004 renewal, licensees who wish to maintain an active license shall pay the appropriate fee and [ document verify ] on the renewal form compliance with the continuing education requirements prescribed in 18 VAC 125-20-121.  First-time licensees are not required to [ document verify ] continuing education on the first renewal date following initial licensure.
3. A licensee who wishes to place his license in inactive status may do so upon payment of the fee prescribed in 18 VAC 125-20-30.  No person shall practice psychology in Virginia unless he holds a current active license.  An inactive licensee may activate his license by fulfilling the reactivation requirements set forth in 18 VAC 125-20-130.

4. Licensees shall notify the board office in writing of any change of address.  Failure of a licensee to receive a renewal notice and application forms from the board shall not excuse the licensee from the renewal requirement.

18 VAC 125-20-121.  Continuing education course requirements for renewal of an active license.

A. After January 1, 2004, [ licensed psychologists licensees ] shall be required to have completed a minimum of 14 hours of board-approved continuing education courses each year for a total of 28 hours for each biennial licensure renewal.  A minimum of three of these hours shall be in courses that emphasize the ethics, standards of practice or laws governing the profession of psychology in Virginia.

B. For the purpose of this section, “course” means an organized program of study, classroom experience or similar educational experience that is directly related to the practice of psychology and is provided by a board-approved provider that meets the criteria specified in 18 VAC 125-20-122.  At least half of the required hours shall be earned in face-to-face educational experiences.

C. Courses must be directly related to the scope of practice in the category of licensure held.  Continuing education courses for clinical psychologists shall emphasize, but not be limited to, the diagnosis, treatment and care of patients with moderate and severe mental disorders.

D. The board may grant an extension for good cause of up to one year for the completion of continuing education requirements upon written request from the licensee prior to the renewal date.  Such extension shall not relieve the licensee of the continuing education requirement.

E. The board may grant an exemption for all or part of the continuing education requirements for one renewal cycle due to circumstances determined by the board to be beyond the control of the licensee.

18 VAC 125-20-122.  Continuing education providers.

A. The following organizations are recognized by the board as providers of continuing education:

1. Any board-approved psychological association [ or providers approved by such an association ].

2. Any board-approved association or organization of mental health, health or psychoeducational providers [ or providers approved by such an association or organization ].

3. Any board-approved association or organization providing courses related to forensic psychology [ or providers approved by such an association or organization ].

4. Any regionally accredited institution of higher learning.

5. Any governmental agency or facility that offers mental health, health or psychoeducational services.

6. Any licensed hospital or facility that offers mental health, health or psychoeducational services.

B. Course providers not listed in subsection A of this section may apply for approval by the board as continuing education providers.

1. To be considered for board approval, a continuing education provider shall submit:

a. Documentation of an instructional plan for continuing education courses that are primarily psychological in nature with systematized instruction provided by licensed psychologists or other licensed mental health service providers; and

b. The provider review fee set forth under 18 VAC 125-20-30.

2. Board approval of continuing education providers under this subsection shall expire two years from the date of issuance, and may be renewed upon submission of documentation and provider review fee as required by the board.

C. Continuing education providers approved under subsection A or B of this section shall:

1. [ Document and ] Maintain [ records documentation of the course titles and objectives and ] of licensee attendance and completion of courses for a period of four years.

2. Monitor attendance at classroom or similar face-to-face educational experiences.

3. Provide a certificate of completion for licensees who successfully complete a course.

18 VAC 125-20-123.  Documenting compliance with continuing education requirements.

A. All licensees in active status are required to maintain original documentation for a period of four years.

B. After the end of each renewal period, the board may conduct a random audit of licensees to verify compliance with the requirement for that renewal period.

C. Upon request, a licensee shall provide documentation as follows:

1. Official transcripts showing credit hours earned from an accredited institution; or

2. Certificates of completion from approved providers.

D. Compliance with continuing education requirements, including the maintenance of records and the relevance of the courses to the category of licensure, is the responsibility of the licensee.  The board may request additional information if such compliance is not clear from the transcripts or certificates.

E. Continuing education hours required by disciplinary order shall not be used to satisfy renewal requirements.
18 VAC 125‑20‑130. Late renewal; reinstatement; reactivation.

A. A person whose license has expired may renew it within two years after its expiration date by paying the penalty fee prescribed in 18 VAC 125‑20‑30 and the license renewal fee for the biennium the license was not renewed.

B. A person whose license has not been renewed for two years or more and who wishes to resume practice shall:

1. Present evidence satisfactory to the board regarding continued competency to perform the duties regulated by the board of having met all applicable continuing education requirements equal to the number of years the license has lapsed, not to exceed four years;

2. Upon approval for reinstatement, Pay the reinstatement fee as prescribed in 18 VAC 125‑20‑30; and

3. Submit verification of any professional certification or licensure obtained in any other jurisdiction subsequent to the initial application for licensure.

C.  A psychologist wishing to reactivate an inactive license shall submit the renewal fee for active licensure minus any fee already paid for inactive licensure renewal, and document completion of continued competency hours equal to the number of years the license has been inactive, not to exceed four years.

18 VAC 125‑20‑160.  Grounds for disciplinary action or denial of licensure.

The board may take disciplinary action or deny a license for any of the following causes:

1. Conviction of a felony, or a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

2. Procuring of a license by fraud or misrepresentation;

3. Misuse of drugs or alcohol to the extent that it interferes with professional functioning;

4. Negligence in professional conduct or violation of practice standards including but not limited to this chapter;

5. Performing functions outside areas of competency;

6. Mental, emotional, or physical incompetence to practice the profession; or
7. Failure to comply with the continued competency requirements set forth in this chapter; or

7. 8. Violating or aiding and abetting another to violate any statute applicable to the practice of the profession regulated or any provision of this chapter.

NOTICE:  The forms used in administering 18 VAC 125-20-10 et seq., Regulations Governing the Practice of Psychology, are not being published due to the large number; however, the name of each form is listed below.  The forms are available for public inspection at the Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation, 3600 W. Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, or at the office of the Registrar of Regulations, General Assembly Building, 2nd Floor, Richmond, Virginia.
FORMS

Psychologist Application for Licensure by Examination, PSYEX1 (rev. 2/00).

Application for Licensure as a School Psychologist-Limited, SCHLTD 1 (eff. 8/00).

Employment Verification Form, SCHLTD 2 (eff. 8/00).

Registration of Residency – Post-Graduate Degree Supervised Experience, PSY2 (rev. 2/00).

Psychologist Application for Licensure by Endorsement, PSYEN1 (rev. 2/00).

Psychologist Application for Reinstatement of a Lapsed License, PSYREIN (eff. 2/00).

Psychologist Application for Reinstatement Following Disciplinary Action, PSYREDISC (eff. 2/00).

Verification of Post-Degree Supervision, PSY3 (rev. 6/99).

Internship Verification, PSY4 (rev. 6/99).

Licensure/Certification Verification, PSY5 (rev. 6/99).

Areas of Graduate Study, PSY6 (rev. 6/99).

Renewal Notice and Application (rev. 2/00 1/01).

VA.R. Doc. No. R00-212; Filed May 2, 2001, 10:47 a.m.
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