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MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 9-6.14:4.1 F of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-270-10 et seq.  Pertaining to Crabbing (amending 4 VAC 20-270-40).

Statutory Authority:  § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date:  May 1, 2001.

Summary:

The amendment establishes a prohibition against all commercial crab pot and peeler pot activities during Wednesdays, from June 6 through August 22, 2001.

Agency Contact:  Copies of the regulation may be obtained from Deborah R. Cawthon, Marine Resources Commission, P.O. Box 756, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248.

4 VAC 20-270-40. Season limits.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly place, set, fish or leave any hard crab pot or peeler crab pot in any tidal waters of Virginia from December 1 through March 31.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person using crab pot or peeler pot to engage in any commercial crabbing activities, including the placing, setting, moving, baiting or fishing of crab pots or peeler pots, during any Wednesday, from June 6 through August 22.

B. C. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly place, set, fish or leave any fish pot in any tidal waters from March 27 through March 31, except as provided in subdivisions 1 and 2 of this subsection.

1. It shall be lawful for any person to place, set, or fish any fish pot in those waters located upriver of the following boundary lines:

a. In the James River the boundary shall be a line connecting Hog Point and the downstream point at the mouth of College Creek.

b. In the York River the boundary lines shall be the Route 33 bridges at West Point.

c. In the Rappahannock River the boundary line shall be the Route 360 bridge at Tappahannock.

2. This subsection shall not apply to lawful eel pots as described in 4 VAC 20-500-50.
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