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MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The following regulations filed by the Marine Resources Commission are exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 9-6.14:4.1 F of the Code of Virginia; however, the commission is required to publish the full text of final regulations.

Title of Regulation:  4 VAC 20-380-10 et seq.  Pertaining to Grey Trout (Weakfish) (amending 4 VAC 20-380-20 and 4 VAC 20-380-50).

Statutory Authority:  § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date:  July 1, 2001.

Summary:

The amendment establishes the method for determining the possession limit for grey trout for each vessel and further establishes a maximum possession limit of 450 pounds per vessel.

Agency Contact:  Copies of the regulation may be obtained from Deborah R. Cawthon, Marine Resources Commission, P.O. Box 756, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248.

4 VAC 20-380-20. Definitions.

The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, shall have the following meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Closed season" means an interval of time, in days, when it shall be unlawful for any fisherman to possess any grey trout less than 12 inches in length or more than 150 pounds of grey trout 12 inches or greater in length.

"Fishing season" means the time period of April 1 through March 31.

"Grey trout" means any fish of the species Cynoscion regalis.

4 VAC 20-380-50. Commercial fishing season.

A. The closed season on grey trout harvested by pound net shall be May 1 through May 22, and September 13 through March 31 except as provided in subdivision 1 of this subsection.

1. Any pound net fisherman who holds 2 or 3 pound net licenses in accordance with the provisions of 4 VAC 20-600-10 et seq. may forfeit only one of those licenses to be exempt from the closed seasons as established in this subsection. Any pound net fisherman who holds 4, 5, or 6 pound net licenses in accordance with the provisions of 4 VAC 20-600-10 et seq. may forfeit only two of those licenses to be exempt from the closed seasons as established in this subsection. Any pound net fisherman who holds 7, 8, or 9 pound net licenses in accordance with the provisions of 4 VAC 20-600-10 et seq. may forfeit only three of those licenses to be exempt from the closed seasons as established in this subsection. Forfeiture of any license shall be through March 31, of each fishing season, and shall occur prior to May 1 of each fishing season.

2. Any pound net licensee who forfeits a license pursuant to subdivision 1 of this subsection shall retain his priority rights to such locations for future licensing until April 1 of the following fishing season. Any pound net fisherman who forfeits one or more pound net licenses may reclaim such licenses during the period of March 15 of the current fishing season through April 1 of the following fishing season, but shall not set or fish any pound nets provided for by such licenses prior to April 1.

3. Those pound net licensees who hold multiple gear licenses and satisfy the requirement of subdivision 1 of this subsection may transfer an unused license to a licensee who holds a single pound net license.

B. The closed seasons on grey trout harvested by gill net shall be May 14 through October 7, and December 18 through March 31.

C. The closed seasons on grey trout harvested by haul seine shall be April 1 through April 15; June 11 through August 20; and September 25 through March 31.

D. The closed season on landing grey trout harvested by trawl shall be September 26 through March 31.

E. During any closed season described in subsections A, B, C, and D of this section, the boat or vessel possession limit for grey trout shall be the lesser of 450 pounds or an amount equal to the number of registered commercial fishermen or seafood landing licensees on board multiplied by 150 pounds, except that only one license per person, either the commercial fisherman's registration license or seafood landing license, shall be used to calculate the boat or vessel possession limit. 

The possession of quantities of grey trout in excess of these limits, or the possession of any grey trout less than 12 inches in total length, shall be a violation of this chapter.  The captain or operator of the boat or vessel shall be responsible for any boat or vessel possession limit.
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