FINAL REGULATIONS
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Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.

Final Regulations

DEPARTMENT OF GAME AND INLAND FISHERIES

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The Board of Game and Inland Fisheries is exempt from the Administrative Process Act pursuant to subdivision A 3 of § 2.2-4002 of the Code of Virginia when promulgating regulations regarding the management of wildlife. The department is required by § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia to publish all proposed and final wildlife management regulations, including length of seasons and bag limits allowed on the wildlife resources within the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-30. Definitions and Miscellaneous: Importation, Possession, Sale, etc., of Animals (amending 4 VAC 15-30-40).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendment adds the family of snakehead fish (Channidae) to the list of those nonnative (exotic) species for which importation, possession, cultivation, and sale in the Commonwealth is prohibited unless otherwise authorized by special permit.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 24-26 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-10; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:12 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-320. Fish: Fishing Generally (amending 4 VAC 15-320-40 and 4 VAC 15-320-50; adding 4 VAC 15-320-25; repealing 4 VAC 15-320-20 and 4 VAC 15-320-30).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments (i) combine fishing creel limits and length (size) limits into one combined regulation section in a table format; (ii) establish a 14- to 20-inch bass slot limit (no bass 14 to 20 inches may be possessed), and that only one bass greater than 20 inches per day may be taken on the New River from Claytor Dam downstream to the Virginia-West Virginia state line; (iii) reduce the statewide daily creel limit for white bass from 25 fish per day to five fish per day; (iv) reduce the statewide daily creel limit for walleye from eight fish per day to five fish per day; (v) establish an 18-inch minimum length limit for walleye (no walleye less than 18 inches) in Flannagan and South Holston reservoirs; (vi) establish a 20-inch minimum length limit on walleye (no walleye less that 20 inches) in Claytor Lake and the New River upstream of Claytor Lake Dam; (vii) reduce the statewide daily creel limit for sauger from eight fish per day to two fish per day; (viii) reduce the statewide daily creel limit for chain pickerel from eight fish per day to five fish per day; and (ix) establish a 10-inch minimum length limit for crappie (no crappie less than 10 inches) in South Holston Reservoir.

The amendments further add the yellow perch to the list of species that may be sold from privately owned facilities and add Laurel Creek in Tazewell and Bland counties to the list of those waters in which the use of fish as bait is prohibited.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 26-33 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-7; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:13 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-330. Fish: Trout Fishing (amending 4 VAC 15-330-10, 4 VAC 15-330-100, 4 VAC 15-330-120, 4 VAC 15-330-160, and 4 VAC 15-330-190).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments (i) close Trout Heritage Day waters to fishing on the Friday prior to the first Saturday in April, with trout fishing reopening at 9 a.m. on the first Saturday in April; (ii) clarify that "artificial lure" does not include artificially produced organic baits intended to be ingested by fish, and "artificial lures with single hook" means any single point lure; (iii) remove Sinking Creek from the list of special regulation trout waters on which the minimum size for trout that may be taken is 16 inches and the creel limit is two trout per day; (iv) remove the reference to single hook to be consistent with the artificial lure guidance for all other designated stocked trout waters in 4 VAC 15-330-60; (v) add a 2.6-mile section of the Hardware River (in the Hardware Wildlife Management Area, Fluvanna County), a 1.2-mile section of Holmes Run  (Fairfax County), and a 2.2-mile section of Roanoke River (City of Salem) to delayed harvest trout waters in which trout may be creeled from June 1 through September 30, but are "catch and release" from October 1 through May 31; and (vi) include the James River and New River as waters where commercially raised rainbow trout can be sold and used as bait.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 33-34 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-8; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:13 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-340. Fish: Seines and Nets (amending 4 VAC 15-340-60).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendment adds Laurel Creek in Tazewell and Bland counties to the list of waters in which the use of seines, nets and traps for the taking of fish is prohibited.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 35 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-9; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:14 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-350. Fish: Gigs, Grab Hooks, Trotlines, Snares, etc. (amending 4 VAC 15-350-30).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendment removes the Holston River in Scott County and the North Fork Holston River in Washington County from the list of waters where nongame fish may be taken by snagging, grabbing, snaring, gigging and with a striking iron.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 35 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-11; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:14 a.m.

* * * * * * * *

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 15-360. Fish: Aquatic Invertebrates, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Nongame Fish (amending 4 VAC 15-360-10).

Statutory Authority: §§ 29.1-501 and 29.1-502 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 1, 2003.
Summary:

The amendment adds the snail bullhead (Ameiurus brunneus) to the list of species that may be taken in unlimited numbers from inland waters of the Commonwealth.

Agency Contact: Phil Smith, Policy Analyst and Regulatory Coordinator, 4010 West Broad Street, Richmond VA, 23230, telephone (804) 367-1000, FAX (804) 367-0488 or e-mail regcomments@dgif.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 19:1 VA.R. 35-36 September 23, 2002, without change. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out.

VA.R. Doc. No. R03-12; Filed October 30, 2002, 11:14 a.m.
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