FINAL REGULATIONS

For information concerning Final Regulations, see Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.

Final Regulations


BOARD OF OPTOMETRY

Title of Regulation: 18 VAC 105‑30. Regulations on Certification of Optometrists to Use Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents (amending 18 VAC 105‑30‑90, 18 VAC 105‑30‑100, and 18 VAC 105‑30‑120).

Statutory Authority: § 54.1-2400 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date: January 15, 2003.
Summary:

The amendments reduce the burden of reinstating an expired certification, reduce the late renewal fee and add some miscellaneous fees consistent with other boards, and specify that two of the continuing education hours required for renewal of licensure must be directly related to prescribing and administration of prescription drugs.

Summary of Public Comments and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

Agency Contact: Elaine J. Yeatts, Senior Policy Analyst, Department of Health Professions, 6603 W. Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 662-9918, FAX (804) 662-9114 or e-mail elaine.yeatts@dhp.state.va.us.

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published in 18:20 VA.R. 2570-2578 June 17, 2002, with the additional changes shown below. Therefore, pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the text of the final regulation is not set out at length; however, the changes from the proposed regulation are printed below.
NOTICE: The forms used in administering 18 VAC 105‑30, Regulations on Certification of Optometrists to Use Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents, are listed below. Any amended or added forms are reflected in the listing and are published following the listing.

FORMS

TPA Certification Applicant Instructions (rev. [ 5/02 11/02 ]).

Form C, Application for Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents Certification (rev. 8/24/98 [ 5/02 11/02 ]).

Form A D, Certificate of Training (rev. 2/2/99 [ 5/02 11/02 ]).

Form B, Clearance from Other State Boards (rev. 2/2/99).

Application for TPA Certification Reinstatement (rev. [ 5/17/02 11/02). ]

Renewal Notice and Application, C‑46454 (eff. 7/1/97 rev. 5/02).


[image: image1.png]TPA CERTIFICATION APPLICANT INSTRUCTIONS

In Virginia, a license to practice optometry, alone, does not entitle the holder to prescribe for and treat certain
diseases or abnormal conditions of the human eye and its adnexa with certain therapeutic pharmaceutical
agents (TPA's); a separate TPA certification is required. Please review all of the following instructions before

submitting your application. The application will not be considered complete until all items have been
forwarded to the Virginia Board office as specified.

* AVirginia optometry license with authorization to use diagnostic pharmaceutical agents is required.
(NOTE: You may apply for TPA certification and licensure at the same time but you will not be issued
a TPA certificate until your license has been issued. If you are licensed in Virginia, you do not have to
request verification.) (See also “Optometry Licensure Applicant Instructions,” the “Regulations of the
Virginia Board of Optometry,” “Regulations on Certification for Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents”).

o A transcript verifying your docforate in optometry must be sent directly from the registrar. (NOTE: If
you are applying for licensure at this time, as well, one transcript will suffice for both licensure and TPA
applications).

e Proof of TPA Training. Check the enclosed listing entitled, “Graduate Optometric Programs Approved”
to determine whether you graduated before or after the curriculum met the requirements for approved
TPA training.

a. If you graduated on ot after the beginning graduation date adopted for approval in lieu of
postdoctoral training, your O.D. transcript is all that is needed.. Ignore the “Certificate of
Training” (Form D).

b. If you graduated before the approved graduation date, check to see if your postgraduate
program, residency or fellowship is on the list entitled, “Postgraduate TPA Optometric Programs
Approved” or “Postdoctoral Residencies or Fellowships”. Ifit is on the list, have the institution
complete the “Certificate of Training” and have them return it directly to the Board office.

c. If you graduated prior to the approval date for graduate programs and your program is NOT
on the approved postgraduate or postdoctoral lists, your course of study must be submitted to
the Board for review. Have the institution complete the “Certificate of Training.” and provide
details of the curriculum and faculty and return the information directly to the Board office.

e Completed “Application for Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents Certification” — Form C

e Payment of the $200 TPA application fee made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia.
» Passing score on the Treatment and Management of Ocular Disease Examination (TMOD) taken from
1985 forward. The score must be sent directly from NBEO to the Board office. . -

» Licensure verification. If you are or ever have been licensed in any other jurisdiction, send a copy of
“Clearance From Other State Boards” (Form B) with your signature on the front of the form to each
state optometry board where you have ever been licensed and request that they verify your licensure
status. They must send the verifications directly to the Virginia Board of Optometry. (NOTE: Just as
with transcripts, if you are applying for licensure at this time, you need not duplicate the licensure
verifications provided for license application.)

~_Contact Information: Carol Stamey
Virginia Board of Optometry
(804) 662-9910 or carol.stamey@dhp.state.va.us

g:/tpainstr revised 11/2002
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