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Final Regulations


TITLE 24. TRANSPORTATION AND MOTOR VEHICLES

COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD

REGISTRAR'S NOTICE:  The following regulation filed by the Commonwealth Transportation Board is exempt from the Administrative Process Act in accordance with § 2.2-4002 B 11 of the Code of Virginia, which exempts regulations relating to traffic signs, markers, or control devices.

Title of Regulation: 24 VAC 30-580. Guidelines for Considering Requests for Restricting Through Trucks on Primary and Secondary Highways.

Statutory Authority: §§ 33.1-12 and 46.2-809 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: October 28, 2003.

Summary:

The 2003 Acts of the Assembly amended § 46.2-809 of the Code of Virginia to allow the Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) to regulate truck traffic on primary highways, as well as secondary highways. The action also allows the CTB to designate another authority rather than the CTB itself to approve truck restrictions. The CTB decided to delegate authority to approve truck restrictions on secondary highways, but retained the authority to approve truck restrictions on primary highways. The amendments implement the discretionary authority granted the CTB, reformat the regulation to comply with the Registrar’s Form, Style and Procedure Manual (the previous version was filed by description), and update the criteria to be used in evaluating such requests from the localities to reflect current engineering practices. The amendments will:

1. Promote wider access by the public to the regulation, since it will be filed in full text form with the Registrar of Regulations;

2. Provide localities with an additional tool to address situations in which truck traffic poses a hazard to the community by extending the authority to primary highways; and

3. Expedite the ability to implement justifiable requests from localities.

Agency Contact: David L. Roberts, Policy and Planning Specialist II, Department of Transportation, 1401 East Broad Street, Richmond, VA, telephone (804) 786-3620, FAX (804) 225-4700 or e-mail David.Roberts@VirginiaDOT.org.

CHAPTER 580.

GUIDELINES FOR CONSIDERING REQUESTS FOR RESTRICTING THROUGH TRUCKS ON PRIMARY AND SECONDARY HIGHWAYS.

Section 46.2-809 (formerly Section 46.1-171.2) of the Code of Virginia provides:

"The State Highway and Transportation Board (formerly Commission) in response to a formal request by a local governing body, after said body has held public hearings, may, after due notice and a proper hearing, prohibit or restrict the use by through traffic or any part of a secondary highway if a reasonable alternate route is provided, except in cities and any town which maintains its own streets, or any county which owns, operates and maintains its own system of roads and streets, by any truck or truck and trailer or semitrailer combination, except a pickup or panel truck, as may be necessary to promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth. Nothing herein shall affect the validity of any city charter provision or city ordinance heretofore adopted."

24 VAC 30-580-10.  Purpose.

It is the philosophy of the Commonwealth Transportation Board that all vehicles should have access to the roads on which they are legally entitled to travel.  Travel by any class of vehicle on any class of highway should be restricted only upon demonstration that the restriction will promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth without creating an undue hardship on any of the users of the transportation system.  The board recognizes that there may be a limited number of instances when restricting through trucks from using a segment of a primary or secondary roadway will reduce potential conflicts, creating a safer environment and one that is in accord with the current use of the roadway.  The board has adopted these guidelines to govern and regulate requests for through truck restrictions on primary and secondary highways.

24 VAC 30-580-20.  Authority to restrict truck traffic on primary and secondary highways.

The Commonwealth Transportation Board delegates the authority to restrict through truck traffic on secondary highways to the Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Transportation. Such restrictions can apply to any truck, truck and trailer or semitrailer combination, or any combination of those classifications. Consideration of all such restrictions by the commissioner is subject to this chapter as adopted by the board.  The board shall retain authority to restrict through truck traffic on primary highways.  

24 VAC 30-580-30.  Local governing body process for requesting truck traffic restrictions.

In order to conform to the requirements of § 46.2-809 of the Code of Virginia, and to ensure that all concerned parties have an opportunity to provide input, the local governing body must hold a public hearing and make a formal request of the department. To insure that all concerned have an opportunity to provide input concerning the proposed restriction and alternate route, The following must be adhered to:

(A) 1. The public notices for the hearing must include a description of the proposed through truck restriction and the alternate route with the same termini. A copy of the notices must be provided.

(B) 2. A public hearing must be held by the local governing body and a transcript of the hearing must be provided with the resolution.

(C) 3. The resolution must describe the proposed through truck restriction and a description of the alternate, including termini.

(D) 4. The governing body must include in the resolution that it will use its good offices for enforcement of the proposed restriction by the appropriate local law-enforcement agency.

Failure to comply with (A), (B), (C) and (D) the requirements of this section will result in the request being returned.  The commissioner shall act upon any such formal request within nine months of its receipt, unless good cause is shown.

24 VAC 30-580-40.  Criteria for reviewing requested through truck restrictions.

It is the philosophy of the Commonwealth Transportation Board that all vehicles should have access to the roads on which they are legally entitled to travel. Travel by any class of vehicle should be restricted only upon demonstration that it the restriction will promote the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the Commonwealth without creating an undue hardship on any users of the transportation network. Following that philosophy, The Virginia Department of Transportation staff and the Commonwealth Transportation Board will consider the criteria in subdivisions 1 through 4 of this section in reviewing a requested through truck restriction.  The proposed restriction must meet both the first and second criteria in order to be approved:

(1.)  Reasonable alternate routing is provided. The alternate route will be evaluated for traffic and safety related impacts.  To be considered "reasonable,” the alternate route(s) route or routes must be engineered to a standard sufficient for truck travel, and must be judged at least as appropriate for truck traffic as the requested truck restriction route. The effect on the alternate routing will be evaluated for traffic and safety related impacts. If an alternate contains a secondary route that must be upgraded, funds must be provided from the county secondary construction funds the improvement shall be completed before the truck restriction can be implemented. The termini of the proposed restriction must be identical to the alternate routing and effectively equivalent to allow a time and distance comparison to be conducted between the two routings. Also, the alternate routing must not create an undue hardship for trucks in reaching their destination.

(2) The road requested for restriction is functionally classified as local or collector.

(3) 2. The character and/or frequency, or both, of the truck traffic on the route proposed for restriction is not compatible with the affected area. Evaluation will include safety issues, accident history, engineering of the roadway, vehicle composition, and other traffic engineering related issues, and will take into account the volumes of truck traffic in relation to the remaining traffic as indicated by the following table:.
Total Traffic Volume Ranges
 Total Truck Volume Ranges

4,000+


        200

2,000 – 4,000

100 - 200

1,000 – 2,000

  50 - 100

400 - 1000

  20 -   50

250 - 400


  13 -   20

  50 - 250


    3 -   13

(4) The engineering of the roadway and/or the accident history of the route proposed for restriction indicate that it is not suitable for truck traffic.

(5)  Within 150' of the existing or proposed roadway center line there must be at least 12 dwellings per 1000 feet of roadway.
In addition to meeting the first two criteria listed above, the proposed restriction must meet either the third or the fourth criteria listed below in order to be approved.

3.  The roadway is residential in nature.  Typically, the roadway will be judged to be residential if there are at least 12 dwellings combined on both sides within 150 feet of the existing or proposed roadway center line per 1,000 feet of roadway.

4.  The roadway must be functionally classified as either a local or collector.

Failure to satisfy at least three (3) of the five (5) criteria in subdivisions 1 and 2, and either criteria in subdivision 3 or 4 will normally result in rejection of the requested restriction.

The Commonwealth Transportation Board, from time to time as appropriate and when deemed necessary, may modify and/or revise any provisions or criteria contained in these guidelines.

VA.R. Doc. No. R04-37; Filed October 28, 2003, 9:22 a.m.
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