EMERGENCY REGULATIONS

TITLE 8. EDUCATION

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Title of Regulation:  8 VAC 20-680. Regulations Governing the General Achievement Diploma (adding 8 VAC 20-680-10).

Statutory Authority:  §§ 22.1-253.13:4 and 22.1-254.2 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Dates:  November 7, 2003, through November 6, 2004.
Agency Contact:  Charles Finley, Assistant Superintendent for Accountability, Department of Education, P.O. Box 2120, Richmond, VA 23218-2120, telephone (804) 786-9421, FAX (804) 225-2524, or e-mail cfinley@mail.vak12ed.edu.

Preamble:

The General Assembly in House Bill 1464 (Chapter 688, 2003 Acts of Assembly) amended and reenacted §§ 22.1-253.13:4 and 22.1-254.2 of the Code of Virginia relating to the creation of the general achievement diploma.

Note: The term "diploma candidate" is used in the emergency regulation to mean a person who may be working toward a diploma, but who is not currently enrolled in school. This definition is consistent with the intent of the Board of Education and the enabling legislation. The text of the permanent regulations will clarify the meaning of “diploma candidate” in order to eliminate any confusion in school divisions.

The proposed regulation increases the options for individuals to earn a diploma. This could have a positive impact on the welfare of Virginians.

CHAPTER 680.

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE GENERAL ACHIEVEMENT DIPLOMA.
8 VAC 20-680-10.  Requirements for the General Achievement Diploma.

A. The General Achievement Diploma is intended to provide a diploma option for high school dropouts and individuals who exit high school without a diploma. It should not be a first option for high school students.

B. Individuals who are at least 18 years of age and not enrolled in public school or not otherwise meeting the compulsory school attendance requirements set forth in the Code of Virginia § 22.1-254 shall be eligible to earn the General Achievement Diploma. Diploma candidates may be individuals who are of the age1 to enroll in a public school whether they choose to enroll or not; or individuals who because of their age are not eligible to enroll in a public school.

C. The required number of standard units of credit may be earned by enrolling in: 

1. A public school if the individual meets the age requirements; 

2. A community college or other institution of higher education;

3. An adult high school program; or

4. Correspondence, distance learning, and online courses.

D. Diploma candidates shall participate in GED preparation.

E. Credit and assessment requirements for graduation with a General Achievement Diploma:

	Discipline Area
	Standard Units of Credit Required
	Assessment Required

	English
	4
	

	Mathematics2
	3
	

	Science3
	2
	

	History and Social Sciences4
	2
	

	Electives5
	9
	

	TOTAL
	20
	Achieve a passing score on the GED examination

	1A person of school age is one who has not reached twenty years of age on or before August 1 of the school year (§ 22.1-1) or any individual through 21 years of age who is eligible for mandated services in a program of special education designed to educate and train children with disabilities (§ 22.1-213).

2Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include content in mathematics courses that incorporate or exceed the content of courses approved by the board to satisfy any other board-recognized diploma.

3Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include content in science courses that incorporate or exceed the content of courses approved by the board to satisfy any other board-recognized diploma.

4Courses completed to satisfy this requirement shall include one unit of credit in Virginia and U.S. History and one unit of credit in Virginia and U.S. Government in courses that incorporate or exceed the content of courses approved by the board to satisfy any other board-recognized diploma.

5Courses shall include at least two sequential electives in an area of concentration or specialization, which may include career and technical education and training.


/s/ Mark R. Warner

Governor
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