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TITLE 4. CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

Title of Regulation: 4 VAC 20-270. Pertaining to Crabbing (amending 4 VAC 20-270-20 and 4 VAC 20-270-30).

Statutory Authority: § 28.2-201 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: May 1, 2004.

Agency Contact: Deborah Cawthon, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Marine Resources Commission, 2600 Washington Avenue, 3rd Floor, Newport News, VA 23607, telephone (757) 247-2248, FAX (757) 247-2002 or e-mail dcawthon@mrc.state.va.us.
Summary:

The amendment allows any person licensed to harvest peeler crabs by peeler pot to harvest one bushel of male crabs from his peeler pots on Sunday. The male crabs are to be used strictly for the purpose of baiting the fisherman's peeler pots and cannot be sold.

The amendment also prohibits a fisherman from retrieving, baiting or setting any crab pot or peeler pot except during the lawful daily time periods.

4 VAC 20-270-20. Sunday prohibition and limited exception for possession of male hard crabs.

It shall be unlawful to take or catch crabs for commercial purposes on Sunday. This section shall not apply to the harvest of peeler crabs by crab traps or peeler pots or to the working of floats, pens, or onshore facilities for soft crab shedding operations. Any person licensed to harvest peeler crabs by peeler pot may harvest one bushel of male crabs from his peeler pots on Sunday strictly for the purpose of baiting his peeler pots, and such crabs may not be sold.

4 VAC 20-270-30. Daily time limits.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person who is licensed to catch and sell crabs taken by crab pot or peeler pot to take and harvest crabs from any crab pot or peeler pot, or to retrieve, bait or set any crab pot or peeler pot, except during the lawful daily time periods described in this subsection.  The lawful daily time periods for the commercial harvesting of crabs by crab pot or peeler pot shall be from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. during the months of April, September, October, and November and from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. during the months of May, June, July, and August.  Crab pots or peeler pots already on board a boat at the end of the lawful daily time period may be set during the period starting immediately following the lawful daily time period and ending one hour after the lawful daily time period.

B. It shall be unlawful to take or harvest crabs by crab dredge between sunset and sunrise.

C. The lawful daily time periods for the commercial harvest of crabs by crab pot or peeler pot may be rescinded by the Commissioner of Marine Resources when he determines that a pending weather event is sufficient cause for the removal of crab pots from the tidal waters of the Commonwealth.
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