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Final Regulations


TITLE 18. PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

BOARD OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

Title of Regulation:  18 VAC 112-20. Regulations Governing the Practice of Physical Therapy (amending 18 VAC 112-20-10, 18 VAC 112-20-40, 18 VAC 112-20-50, 18 VAC 112-20-60, 18 VAC 112-20-65, 18 VAC 112-20-70, 18 VAC 112-20-90, 18 VAC 112-20-100, 18 VAC 112-20-120 and 18 VAC 112-20-130; repealing 18 VAC 112-20-20, 18 VAC 112-20-80 and 18 VAC 112-20-110).

Statutory Authority:  § 54.1-2400 and Chapter 34.1 (§ 54.1-3473 et seq.) of Title 54.1 of the Code of Virginia.
Effective Date:  September 8, 2004.
Agency Contact:  Elaine J. Yeatts, Agency Regulatory Coordinator, Department of Health Professions, 6603 West Broad St., Richmond, VA 23230, telephone (804) 662-9918, FAX (804) 662-9114, or e-mail elaine.yeatts@dhp.virginia.gov.

Summary:

The amendments are intended to clarify and update educational, examination and practice requirements.  Substantive changes include the elimination of the prohibition on licensure after six failed attempts to pass the national examination; inclusion of a requirement for additional clinical training or course work to sit for the examination after three failures; and acceptance of documentation of active practice for seven years with an unrestricted license if the examination taken for initial licensure is not identical to the examination required in Virginia.

Changes to the proposed regulation (i) remove proposed language setting the scale score of the standard for passage of the national examination and return existing text allowing the board to retain the flexibility to adjust the score prescribed; (ii) change the requirements for licensure by endorsement to 160 hours within the past two years for consistency with the hours required for renewal of an active license in Virginia; (iii) allow the physical therapist to communicate with a patient's legally authorized representative; (iv) allow consultation visits to be under general supervision rather than require visits under general supervision; and (v) change the requirement for an evaluation by the physical therapist at the time of discharge to instead require periodic evaluations prior to discharge. 

Summary of Public Comment's and Agency's Response: A summary of comments made by the public and the agency's response may be obtained from the promulgating agency or viewed at the office of the Registrar of Regulations.

REGISTRAR’S NOTICE: The proposed regulation was adopted as published 20:11 VA.R. 1164-1173 February 9, 2004, with the changes identified below. Pursuant to § 2.2-4031 A of the Code of Virginia, the adopted regulation is not published at length; however the sections that have changed since publication of the proposed are set out.

18 VAC 112-20-10 through 18 VAC 112-20-50. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 112-20-60. Application Requirements for licensure by examination.

A. Every applicant for initial board licensure by examination shall submit:

1. Documentation of having met the educational requirements specified in 18 VAC 112-20-40 or 18 VAC 112-20-50;

2. The required application, fees and credentials to the board; and

3. Documentation of passage of the national examination [ as prescribed by the board by a minimum scale score of 600 or as established by the board ].

B. If an applicant fails the national examination three times, he shall apply for approval to sit for any subsequent examination by submission of evidence satisfactory to the board of having successfully completed additional clinical training or course work in the deficiency areas of the examination.

18 VAC 112-20-65. Requirements for the examination licensure by endorsement.

A. The minimum passing score shall be a scale score of 600 or as established by the board.

B. An applicant who fails the examination after six attempts shall be denied licensure.

C. A person not taking the licensure examination within four years after graduation shall successfully complete a full‑time 480‑hour traineeship.

A. A physical therapist or physical therapist assistant who holds a current, unrestricted license in the United States, its territories, the District of Columbia, or Canada may be licensed in Virginia by endorsement. 

B. An applicant for licensure by endorsement shall submit: 

1. Documentation of having met the educational requirements prescribed in 18 VAC 112-20-40 or 18 VAC 112-20-50;

2. The required application, fees, and credentials to the board; and 

3. Documentation of passage of an examination equivalent to the Virginia examination at the time of initial licensure or documentation of passage of an examination required by another state at the time of initial licensure in that state and active practice with a current, unrestricted license for at least seven years prior to applying for licensure in Virginia.
C. A physical therapist or physical therapist assistant seeking licensure by endorsement who has not actively practiced physical therapy for at least [ 320 160 ] hours within the [ four two ] years immediately preceding his application for licensure shall first successfully complete a 480-hour traineeship as specified by subsection B of 18 VAC 112-20-140.
18 VAC 112-20-70. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 112-20-80. [ No change from proposed. ]

18 VAC 112-20-90. Individual General responsibilities to patients.

A. The physical therapist's responsibilities are to evaluate a patient, plan the treatment program, administer and document treatment within the limit of his professional knowledge, judgment and skills and communicate with the referring doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery to the extent required by § 54.1‑3482 of the Code of Virginia therapist shall be responsible for managing all aspects of the physical therapy care of each patient and shall provide:
1. The initial evaluation [ and any periodic reevaluation ] for each patient and its documentation in the patient record; and 

2. [ An evaluation prior to discharge of the Periodic evaluations prior to ] patient [ discharge ], including documentation of the patient’s response to therapeutic intervention [ at the time of discharge ].

B. The physical therapist shall communicate the overall plan of care to the patient [ or his legally authorized representative ] and shall also communicate with a referring doctor of medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, or dental surgery, nurse practitioner or physician assistant to the extent required by § 54.1-3482 of the Code of Virginia.

C. A physical therapist assistant may assist the physical therapist in performing selected components of physical therapy intervention to include treatment, measurement and data collection, but not to include the performance of an evaluation as defined in 18 VAC 112-20-10.

D. A physical therapist assistant’s visits to a patient [ shall may ] be made under general supervision.

18 VAC 112-20-100 through 18 VAC 112-20-130. [ No change from proposed. ]

NOTICE:  The forms used in administering the 18 VAC 112-20, Regulations Governing the Practice of Physical Therapy, are not being published due to the large number; however, the name of each form is listed below.  The forms are available for public inspection at the Department of Health Professions, 6603 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, or at the office of the Registrar of Regulations, General Assembly Building, 2nd Floor, Richmond, Virginia.
[ FORMS
Application for a License Licensure by Examination to Practice Physical Therapy (Examination) (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Application for a License Licensure by Endorsement to Practice Physical Therapy (Endorsement) (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Application for Reinstatement of Licensure to Practice Physical Therapy (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Instructions for Licensure by Endorsement to Practice as a Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant (Graduate of an Approved Program) (rev. 12/01 7/04).

Instructions for Licensure by Endorsement to Practice as a Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant (Graduate of a Nonapproved Program) (rev. 12/01 7/04).

Instructions for Licensure by Examination to Practice as a Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant (Graduate of an Approved Program) (rev. 12/01 7/04).

Instructions for Licensure by Examination to Practice as a Physical Therapist or Physical Therapist Assistant (Graduate of a Nonapproved Program) (rev. 12/01 7/04).

Instructions for Completing Reinstatement of Licensure Application for Physical Therapist/Physical Therapist Assistant (rev. 12/01 7/04).

The FSBPT Score Transfer Service, National Physical Therapy Examination (PT/PTA), Score Transfer Request Application (rev. 7/00 5/03).

Traineeship Application, Statement of Authorization (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Traineeship Application, Statement of Authorization (1,000-hour traineeship) (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Traineeship Application, Statement of Authorization, Relicensure (480-hour traineeship) (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Relicensure Traineeship Certification (rev. 8/00).

Form #A, Claims History Sheet (rev. 7/00 7/04).

Form #B, Employment/Practice Verification of Physical Therapy (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Form #C, Verification of State Licensure (rev. 8/00 7/04).

Form #L, Certificate of Physical Therapy Education (rev. 7/00 7/04). 

Renewal Notice and Application (rev. 12/01 7/04).

Continued Competency and Assessment Form (rev. 9/01 7/04). ]
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