FINAL REGULATIONS

For information concerning Final Regulations, see Information Page.

Symbol Key

Roman type indicates existing text of regulations. Italic type indicates new text. Language which has been stricken indicates 
text to be deleted. [Bracketed language] indicates a change from the proposed text of the regulation.


TITLE 16. LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

Safety and Health Codes Board

Titles of Regulations: 16 VAC 25-100. Federal Identical Shipyard Employment Standards (29 CFR Part 1915) (amending 16 VAC 25-100-1915.5; adding 16 VAC 25-100-1915.501 through 16 VAC 25-100-1915.509).

Statutory Authority: § 40.1-22 of the Code of Virginia.

Effective Date: March 15, 2005.

Summary:

Federal OSHA has promulgated a unified fire protection standard for shipyard employment. The standard provides increased protection for shipyard employment workers from the hazards of fire on vessels and vessel sections and at land-side facilities.

The new standard requires a written fire watch policy while prohibiting workers who perform hot work such as welding, cutting, or grinding to act as their own fire watch.  The new rule also allows employers to rely on a combination of internal or external fire response organizations instead of requiring internal fire brigades.

Other topics covered by the rule include training, multi-employer work sites, hot work precautions, fixed extinguishing system hazards, land-side fire protection systems, and evacuation procedures. The rule also includes a model fire safety plan that employers can use to develop their site-specific plans.

The new standard reflects the latest technologies as well as 19 consensus standards from the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and includes relevant information from other sources, including OSHA’s general industry standard on fire protection, as well as procedures from the U. S. Navy and U. S. Coast Guard.

Agency Contact: John Crisanti, VOSH Planning Manager, Department of Labor and Industry, 13 South 13th Street, Richmond, VA 23219, telephone (804) 786-4300, FAX (804) 786-8418, e-mail jjc@doli.virginia.gov.

	Note on Incorporation by Reference

Pursuant to § 2.2-4103 of the Code of Virginia, Fire Protection in Shipyard Employment, General Industry Standards (29 CFR 1915.501 through 1915.509), Incorporation By Reference (29 CFR 1915.5), and Appendix A of Subpart P of Part 1915 are declared documents generally available to the public and appropriate for incorporation by reference. For this reason the documents will not be printed in the Virginia Register of Regulations. Copies of the documents are available for inspection at the Department of Labor and Industry, 13 South 13th Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219, and in the office of the Registrar of Regulations, General Assembly Building, 9th and Broad Streets, Richmond, Virginia 23219.


On December 14, 2004, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted an identical version of federal OSHA’s Fire Protection in Shipyard Employment, 29 CFR 1915.501 through 29 CFR 1915.509; Final Rule, and Incorporation by Reference of National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Consensus Standards, 29 CFR 1915.5, and Appendix A to Subpart P of 29 CFR Part 1915, as published in the Federal Register (69 FR 55702-55708) on September 15, 2004, with a proposed effective date of March 15, 2005. The amendments correct and update 16 VAC 25-100-1915.501 through 16 VAC 25-100-1915.509 and 16 VAC 25-100-1915.5, to conform to 29 CFR 1915.501 through 29 CFR 1915-509 and 29 CFR 1915.5.

When the regulations, as set forth in the revised final rule for Shipyard Employment Standards, 16 VAC 25-100-1915.501 through 16 VAC 25-100-1910.509 and 16 VAC 25-100-1915.5 are applied to the Commissioner of the Department of Labor and Industry or to Virginia employers, the following federal terms shall be considered to read as follows:

	Federal Terms
	VOSH Equivalent

	29 CFR
	VOSH Standard

	Assistant Secretary
	Commissioner of Labor and Industry

	Agency
	Department

	December 14, 2004
	March 15, 2005
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